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“We didn’t ask for Parkinson’s disease, but we can beat it, together!” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

In 2005, Steve DeWitte was told his stiffness and left hand tremors were because of 

young-onset Parkinson’s disease, a progressive and degenerative neurological disorder 

for which there is no known cause or cure. At 48-years-old, Steve began educating 

himself about the challenges ahead, and laying a strategy for how he and his community 

could win the battle against this disease.   

 

Steve learned that the primary way to achieve his goals was to seek support for 

research funding, and for people with Parkinson’s to participate in trials. Steve became 

aware of the important role the National Institutes of Health (NIH) plays in the funding 

of Parkinson’s research in the world. He was disappointed to learn that more than 85% 

of clinical trials for Parkinson’s and other diseases are delayed, and 30% never even get 

off the ground, due to a lack of volunteers. Clinical trials are a key step on the path to 

developing new therapies – and ultimately, a cure – for Parkinson’s. Steve began to 

recruit fellow patients and transport them to clinical trials of their choosing. His hope is 

that his clinical trial initiative – along with the efforts of dedicated stakeholders, 

adequate funding for the NIH, and the expeditious review and approval by the FDA – 

will bring disease modifying treatments to his community soon. Very Soon! 
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