
Community approach Community approach 
first successfully usedfirst successfully usedfirst successfully used first successfully used 
for river blindnessfor river blindness

M l fM l f•• Many people are out of Many people are out of 
reach of the health reach of the health 
facilitiesfacilities

•• Overburdened health Overburdened health 
systemsystem

•• Weak health system Weak health system 
•• If Communities are involved If Communities are involved 

in Decisionin Decision--making they can making they can 
participate in Health services, participate in Health services, 
commodities delivery Discuss commodities delivery Discuss 
results and adjust approachresults and adjust approach



Onchocerciasis 
Endemic 
Countries in 
Africa

APOC

OCP

APOC

Community-directed Health Ministers in Africa requested that …Co u ty d ected
treatment with ivermectin:

• Established in > 100 000 communities

Health Ministers in Africa requested that …

“TDR undertakes a multi-centre study on the 
use of the community-directed approach for Established in > 100,000 communities                      

with a total population of 70 million

• 100 million to be covered by 2010

y pp
other health interventions”



Integrated Integrated 
CommunityCommunity--directed directed CommunityCommunity--directed directed 
Interventions studyInterventions study

A multi-country study involving 
3 countries, 350 districts, 2.5 

illi lmillion people



2323 27 N b 200727 N b 2007
Final Analysis WorkshopFinal Analysis Workshop

2323--27 November 2007, 27 November 2007, 
Douala, CameroonDouala, Cameroon



P<0.001
Impact on Malaria

Appropriate treatment of children with fever
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Implementation Research ProcessImplementation Research Process

Engage In the field Approach On pasture 

C lt l i t f i ECultural points of views Empower



Nomadic and Displaced  / Refugee Nomadic and Displaced  / Refugee 
C iti l b E dC iti l b E dCommunities can also be EmpoweredCommunities can also be Empowered

ACCEPTANCE ACCEPTANCE SATISFACTIONSATISFACTION
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“S H thi d h h d ll th bb j ”

Intervention Control
Camps

“See How this drug has chased away all the pabboje”



Broader Application to Primary HealthBroader Application to Primary HealthBroader Application to Primary HealthBroader Application to Primary Health
•• National GovernmentsNational Governments adoption of the process for adoption of the process for 

hi t t l b d th h lth f ilitihi t t l b d th h lth f ilitireaching out to people beyond the health facilities reaching out to people beyond the health facilities 
•• CommunitiesCommunities use approach to ensure all members use approach to ensure all members 

access health facilitiesaccess health facilitiesaccess health facilitiesaccess health facilities
•• UniversitiesUniversities collaborate with communities collaborate with communities 

Ci il S i t / NGOCi il S i t / NGO t t th dt t th d•• Civil Society / NGOCivil Society / NGO engagement strengthenedengagement strengthened
•• More womenMore women speaking out and taking part speaking out and taking part 

•• Further workFurther work being undertaken to build on and being undertaken to build on and 
t d th ht d th hextend the approachextend the approach



Engagement of US MPH students in Engagement of US MPH students in 
Community Studies in Community Studies in YolaYola


