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2005: Majority (58%) of Americans
Favor Stem Cell Research
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Stem Cell Research:
What Amerlcans Think

The majori of‘ support stem cell ch, yet a core
Phladtay it minority is Ky opP "loitAlﬂnmtlm.thcmm

Health Poll

a public

o y group. Our poll also found
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though that number is shrinking with more media coverage. Here are some of the results:

Americans say the U

How do you think it is that the U.S. is
a global leader in medical and scientific
Most Americans think & is “very important™ (78%) er
“somewhat important (177%).

How im tis it for the U.S. to educate and
train individuals qualified to conduct medical and
research?

Most Americans said it is "very important” (90%) ce
“somewhat important™ (9%).

How have you been
lo.:ow(ng @ issue of stem
c ?

Mary pecple admit that they're
not following the debate on VERY
stem coll research dosely,
while a minceity o both
sides it intensely involved.
Yet even without extensive
) are
forming opinions on the
subject, a3 it has become a

research?

.S. should be a world leader in research.

Doyou‘uvorwopmmod-ulmu«d\
embryonic

using stem cells?
SOMEWMAT  When asked the
FAVOR  question without
sy explanatory
34% information
$8% said they

Refigious objections weee cited by 57%, while 39%
said they objected on “othee grounds.”

Americans make distinctions between types of stem cell research.

1. Scientists can extract embryonic stem
colls from fertilized ogzk s that are voluntarily
donated by fertility pnlonu. These
fertilized eggs would otherwise be

discarded. Knowing this, do you favor or
oppose embryonic stem cell research?

The debate in Congress is about funding for this scurce
of steen colls. While 62% said they “faver™ such research,
31% said they "oppose” it, and 7% said “don’t know.”

3, Scientists now can make embryonic stem
cells for medical research by merging an
unfertilized egg with a skin cell,

example. In other words, no fertilization
takes place and there is no merger of egg
and sperm. Knowing this, do you favor or
oppose embryonic stem cell research.

In the absence of fertilization, more people were
supportive of the research (also called therapeutic
cloning): 69% sald they “favor” it, 22% continue to
“oppose” it, and 9% said they “doa’t know.”

Onwr poll of 1000 people, represent

> For more results of this PARADE/ResearchiAmerica Hoalth Poll, visit www.researchamevica.org on the Web.
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2. Reproductive cloning is the use of cloning
technology to create a child. Do you think
that research into reproductive cloning
should be allowed?

Mere is where many people draw the kne. Even
those who support embryonic stem cell research
oppose research into cloning a child: 79% said it
should not be allowed. Stil, & surprising 16% said it
should, while 5% answered “doa’t know,”

Therapeutic donlng is the use of clon
le(h to help in the search for possil
cures treatments for diseases and
disabilities. Do you think that research into
therapeutic cloning should be allowed?
Language matters. When asked about this method
without using the term “therapeutic cloning” (see
No. 3), 69% favored it and 22% were opposed
When it was described using that term, the number
of supporters decreased to $9%, while 35% opposed
it. The remaining &% answered “don’t know.”
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2010: 70% of Americans Favor
Expanding Funding for ESCR

Do you favor or oppose expanding federal funding for research using
embryonic stem cells?

14%

m Strongly favor

Somewhat favor

Somewhat oppose

16%
\ m Strongly oppose
36%
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“I believe the

.| economic destiny of
America lies in
science, technology,
innovation and
research.”

Research!America Chair and Former Congressman John
Edward Porter




Research Institutions Should

Work Together
]

Do you think the institutions conducting medical and health research in
this country, such as government, universities, and private industry,
should work together to develop new treatments and cures, or not?

6%
m Should work together
94%
® Should not work together
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Most Not Well Informed on Elected

_Officials’ Positions on Research

How well informed would you say you are about the positions of your
Senators and Representative when it comes to their support of
medical, health and scientific research?

11% 8%
209 m Very well informed
Somewhat well Your Candidates.

informed Your Health.
Not too well www.yourcandidates
informed yourhealth.org
42% _
\ ® Not informed at all
RESEARCH
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“Your country needs you. If
all you do is vote, you’re
definitely not doing enough.
Get off your chair, do
something outside your
comfort zone and make a
difference for science.”

The Honorable John Edward Porter,
Research!America chair




