
You’ve Gotta Be Kidding!?!

Å Americans spend more than 

$11 billion on bottled water 

each year.

Å That amount would fund the 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention’s core programs 

for more than 18 months!

Sources: Beverage Marketing Corp.; CDC FY 2010



You’ve Gotta Be Kidding?!?

Å U.S. amusement parks and 

attractions generate $12 billion in 

revenue each year.

Å That sum would fund the Agency 

for Healthcare Research and 

Quality for more than 30 years! 

Sources: International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions ; 

AHRQ FY 2010



Research Takes Cents

Å In 2009, the American wedding 

industry totaled $42 billion .

Å That could fund the National 

Institutes of Health for more than 

16 months! 

Sources: Wedding Report/Wall Street Journal; NIH FY 2010



Research Takes Cents

Å Harry Potter books, movies 
and related items have 
generated more than $15 
billion worldwide! 

Å That could fund all U.S. 
investment in global health 
research for more than a 
year !

Sources: Ad Age, 16 July 2007; Research!America Issue Paper:     

2006 U.S. Investment in Global Health Research, 2007



Research Takes Cents

Å Americans spend more than $40 

billion per year to maintain their 

lawns. 

ÅThat’s could fund the National 

Institute of Environmental Health 

Sciences for 58 years!

Sources: Ted Steinberg, American Green: The Obsessive Quest for 

the Perfect Lawn ; NIH FY 2010



Research Takes Cents

Å The U.S. box office took in 

more than $10 billion in 

2009. 

Å That could fund the National 

Science Foundation for nearly 

18 months!

Sources: Time “Box Office 2009: A very good year;” NSF FY 2010



Research Takes Cents

Å Traffic congestion costs the U.S. 

economy $87.2 billion each year.

ÅThat’s enough to fund the Centers 

for Disease Control and 

Prevention for more than 

13 years!

Sources: Texas Transportation Institute’s Urban Mobility Report; 

CDC FY 2010



Research Takes Cents

Å Americans were expected to spend 

$9.8 billion on gifts this Father’s 

Day. 

Å That much money could fund NIH 

research on colorectal cancer and 

prostate cancer for 15 years!

Sources: National Retail Foundation “Father's Day Consumer 

Intentions and Actions Survey, 2010; NIH FY 2009



Research Takes Cents

Å Americans spent $3 billion

on potato chips in 2007.

ÅThat’s could fund NIH 

obesity research for nearly 

three and a half years!

Sources: BBC News 2008; NIH FY 2009 



Research Takes Cents

Å Americans spend more than $1.4 

billion on over-the-counter teeth -

whitening products each year. 

Å That’s enough to fund the National 

Institute of Dental and 

Craniofacial Research for nearly 

three and a half years!

Sources: MSNBC “Blindingly white: teeth 

bleaching gone too far;” NIH FY 2010



Research Takes Cents

Å In 2006, Americans spent $83.6 

billion on cigarettes.

Å That’s enough to fund the 

National Heart, Lung and Blood 

Institute for about 27 years !

Sources: CDC “Economic Facts About U.S. Tobacco Production and Use,” 

2006; NHLBI FY 2010


