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Do you agree or disagree with the following
statement? “The U.S. is losing its global competitive
edge in science, technology and innovation.”

SOURCE: NATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION POLL, OCTOBER 2011,
JZ ANALYTICS FOR RESEARCH!AMERICA

As required by the America COM-
PETES Act, the Department of
Commerce has released a report that
examined the state of U.S. competitive-
ness and innovative capacity. The con-
clusion: Federal investment in three
areas—research, education and infra-
structure—is critical for America to
begin to make up ground lost to emerg-
ing economies. Failing to do so, the
report says, threatens nothing short of
the American way of life.

“Some elements of the U.S. economy
are losing their competitive edge,” the
report states, “which may mean that
future generations of Americans will not
enjoy a higher standard of living than is
enjoyed in the United States today.”

Investment in research, and specifical-
ly basic research, will help the U.S.
regain competitive ground. Federal
investment leads to discovery, which
then becomes the basis for a private
company. The report calls out Madison,
WI-based TomoTherapy and
Hopkinton, MA-based Xenogen as com-

panies that came about because of dis-
coveries made from National Institutes
of Health funding. Together, they
employ more than 1,000 people. Other
success stories are more recognizable:
Genentech, which arose from NIH and
National Science Foundation grants,

and Google, which got started with NSF
funding.

As it pertains to medical research, the
report recommends several actions to
keep the U.S. competitive: increase gov-
ernment funding for basic research; sus-
tain government funding for research
generally; enhance and extend the

Commerce Department Releases Report 
on American Competitiveness
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America Speaks, Volume 12 Released
America Speaks, Research!America’s annual compendi-
um of public opinion polling, has been released. The
newest edition, Volume 12, looks back at the national
and state polling commissioned by Research!America.
The poll data summary was made possible by a grant
from United Health Foundation.

Volume 12 includes highlights of polling data as it
pertains to research and innovation, federal investment in research, private-sec-
tor research, and snapshots of polling data from six states: California, Florida,
Georgia, Illinois, Maryland and Ohio.

The publication also has quotes from leaders throughout government and
media on the topic of research to improve health. Among them are Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke; Rep. Eric Cantor (R-VA), the House majority
leader; Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA); David Leonhardt, Washington bureau chief of
The New York Times; and syndicated columnist George Will.

Download the latest America Speaks at www.researchamerica.org/poll_summary.



Wayne State University
Founded in 1868, Wayne State University
lies in the heart of midtown Detroit, the cul-
tural hub of the city. WSU had $254.4 mil-

lion in research expenditures in FY10 according to the National Science
Foundation. In FY11, WSU’s total funding reached more than $187.2 mil-
lion and research funds topped $159.4 million, the highest level in the univer-
sity’s history. Since 2006, total research funding has increased nearly 30%. 
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Editor: Brian Hunsicker

About Research!America
Research!America is the nation’s
largest 501(c)(3) public education
and advocacy alliance working to
make research to improve health a
higher national priority. Founded in
1989, Research!America is supported
by member organizations that
together represent the voices of
more than 125 million Americans.
Our public opinion polls, advocacy
programs and publications reach the
public and decision makers to help
advance medical, health and
scientific research.

Web
ON THENew

The National Institutes of Health has
launched the first online genetics educational
program for social and behavioral scientists:
http://1.usa.gov/wwfeSd

The New England Journal of Medicine
has launched a commemorative website for its
200th anniversary: http://bit.ly/x3gWuY

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory’s first
DNA Learning Center website has been 
honored by the journal Science for its
remarkable value as an educational tool.
http://bit.ly/zheV5Q

The Lieber Institute for Brain
Development and the National Institute of
Mental Health launched BrainCloud. This
free application is for exploring the temporal
dynamics and genetic control of transcription
in the human prefrontal cortex across the 
lifespan. http://braincloud.jhmi.edu/

www.re s ea rchamer i ca . o rg
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Research at Wayne State
covers a broad range of
areas, but the school’s
strengths center around

health sciences, technology and physi-
cal sciences. Its School of Medicine
leads WSU’s research efforts and is the
largest single-campus medical school in
the U.S.  

“Much of our research is aimed at
solving significant social problems,”
Hilary Ratner, PhD, vice president for
Research, said. “Wayne State is very
much connected to our community in
Detroit, across the nation and around
the world. Our faculty are developing
new knowledge and products … and
are offering creative solutions to real-
world problems.”

In collaboration with WSU’s School of
Medicine, the Perinatology Research
Branch (PRB) of NIH’s National
Institute of Child Health and Human
Development shares a similar focus on

at-risk populations. Located on the med-
ical campus of Wayne State, the PRB’s
work is centered on reducing the rate of
infant mortality, especially in ethnic and
racial minority groups. 

Translating research is a strength of
Wayne State. In 2004, WSU opened
TechTown to stimulate the creation of
new businesses and jobs.

Research!America’s advocacy efforts
for health and medical research were
key to Wayne State becoming members
of the alliance.

“What’s important to us … is that
research needs advocates, and research
needs a voice at multiple levels,” Ratner
said. “In order to keep America competi-
tive, we need to have a strong research
enterprise, and I see that
Research!America can play a role in
advocating for research and researchers,
at the federal level in particular.”

For more information, visit
www.research.wayne.edu.

ActionT A K E
Members

F O R  O U R  M E M B E R S
Research!America Adds Value

Research!America stands on a reputation of innovative advocacy that generates
results serving our mission and the interests of our members:

• Research!America’s Advocacy Awards celebrate the efforts of those who have
made a difference in advocating for or increasing awareness of the role of health
and medical research.

• Our National Health Research Forum brings together thought leaders from
throughout the research world to examine the current and future landscape of
research to improve health. Federal agency leaders, nonprofit and industry exec-
utives, researchers and key media lead a discussion that informs those who care
about research.

• Research!America’s poll data summary, America Speaks, summarizes the year in pub-
lic opinion as noted by Research!America polling. The annual publication showcas-
es trends and interesting findings concerning research to improve health.

• Your Candidates–Your Health, our voter education initiative, asks candidates for
federal office to share their views on issues relating to health and medical research.

Hilary Ratner,
PhD



Coverage of America Speaks, Volume 12
Research!America’s poll data summary is in the news, including coverage in
Business News Daily, Biology News Net, Science Newsline and the whatiseconom-

ics.org blog. In the Business News Daily article, Research!America
Chair and former Congressman John Edward Porter said,
“Americans think science will save the economy. Scientific research
has proven to be an emerging, economic driver in cities that have
committed to building their life sciences industry. To secure our
position as a leader in science and innovation, we need to elect offi-
cials that will support a robust investment in research.”

Research!America President and CEO Mary Woolley also spoke
about the poll results in BIOtechNOW, a website and newsletter pro-

duced by the Biotechnology Industry Organization. Woolley said, “So much is at
stake right now: our economic future, U.S. jobs and our global leadership. In this
election year, we must make advancing health research a priority and part of the
national dialogue.” 

Op-Eds Show Support for Research
An op-ed by former Research!America intern Emily Norton was published in the
Concord (NH) Monitor shortly before the New Hampshire primary. In the piece,
she shares the story of losing her mother to cancer very suddenly and calls for a
stronger investment in research to save more lives. “With a graying population and
risk factors for cancer and other chronic illnesses afflicting more Americans,” she
writes, “this issue should be at the forefront during this presidential
primary season.” 

Kerri Mowen, PhD, an immunologist at The Scripps Research
Institute, voiced her concerns about sustaining her research in a
front-page article in The San Diego Union-Tribune. “The cutoff point
for funding has dropped precipitously—so much so that we are no
longer funding about 50% of the grants we would consider ’the
best’—those that would have the greatest impact of public health,” she
told the Union-Tribune. She has started an online petition to generate public sup-
port for funding for the National Institutes of Health. 

Woolley and Porter quoted in Lab Manager Magazine
Porter and Woolley were quoted in Lab Manager Magazine, as part of their partici-
pation in the American Association for the Advancement of Science Leadership
Seminar on Science and Technology Policy. They indicated that scientists need to
increase their presence and outreach to gain the attention of policy makers,
reporters and the public alike.

Moskowitz Letter Appears in The State
Jay Moskowitz, PhD, president and CEO of Health Sciences South Carolina,
wrote a letter to the editor in The (Columbia, SC) State in which Moskowitz argued
the benefits of research to improve health and wondered why the subject had not
been more prominent in the presidential debates. “Do any of them have goals that
will help harness in power of research to make us a healthier and more productive
nation?” Moskowitz wrote. “Are they committed to maintaining America’s global
competitiveness?”

Congress is back in ses-
sion; the State of the
Union message has
been delivered; the
president’s budget will
soon be delivered to the

Congress; but—framing all other
actions by elected officials this year—
the election season is sucking all the air
out of every room. Everyone in office,
or seeking to serve, is paying attention
to public opinion. It was Abraham
Lincoln who pithily commented:
“Public sentiment is everything; with
public sentiment, nothing can fail; with-
out it nothing can succeed.”
Research!America keeps a finger on the
pulse of public sentiment when it
comes to research. Our 12th annual
Poll Data Summary has just been
released, documenting increased con-
cern by the American public that confi-
dence in evidence-driven health care is
slipping even as concern is increasing
that this nation may be losing its global
leadership position when it comes to
research and innovation. 

It is especially important to earn
media attention in a state in the days
before its primary or caucus is held.
Right now the Republican presidential
candidates are not reflecting public
opinion but rather seem to be taking
U.S. leadership in research for granted
and failing to connect the dots between
supporting research and driving the
economy. Only when candidates hear
from many voters will they respond. You
and people you know are voters as well
as stakeholders in research. We are well-
equipped to help you craft an op-ed or
letter to the editor, or to assemble talk-
ing points with local relevance. This is
the year to overcome your resistance to
getting involved!  

M A T T E R S
Media

M E S S A G E
President�s
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Kerri Mowen,
PhD

John Edward
Porter



Despite Barriers, Research
Fares Well
As we approach the next session of
Congress, a quick summary and word of
thanks is in order. Despite the unprece-
dented fiscal environment and an
extraordinarily polarized Congress,
research fared relatively well over the
past year. The National Institutes of
Health, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the National
Science Foundation, and the Food and
Drug Administration all received budg-
et increases in 2011, while the Agency
for Healthcare Research and Quality
was cut slightly. The advocacy communi-
ty has played a critical role in conveying
to the public and policy makers that
research should be a higher priority in
America. Thank you for all your efforts
over the past year. Read our year-end
press release with a statement from
Research!America’s Chair, The
Honorable John Porter, here:
http://bit.ly/twmoGg.

In 2012, we face the fallout of the
supercommittee, which will bring devas-
tating 9% across-the-board cuts begin-
ning in January 2013 unless Congress
reverses course. Everything that
Congress does in 2012 will be with an
eye on the November election.

Appropriations hearings are expect-
ed to begin as early as March with com-
mittee markups occurring in May and
June. The goal will likely be to get the
bills to the president by late July, prior
to the August recess and end of the 

fiscal year on September 30.
Historically, though, these bills are
rarely enacted prior to the end of the
fiscal year. 

CPH Update
While the CDC’s budget was not cut in
FY12, The CPH Foundation is laying
the groundwork for some advocacy
efforts on behalf of the CDC’s strug-
gling budget in preparation for hard-
fought discussions regarding FY13. As
you may know from posts on The CPH
Foundation’s blog at http://cph
foundation.tumblr.com—see “What
Trillion Dollars?” from December 23—
the agency’s budget authority is being
repeatedly cut back while overall core
programs have been level funded. 

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion, a limited amount of lobbying work
is permitted, and the Board and staff of
the organization will be undertaking
targeted efforts in 2012 to ensure
Congress (and state policy makers)
knows the CDC’s budget is in trouble.
Letters from senior leaders in the
health community, a public health reso-
lution, video-blog postings and a series
of briefings are just some of the items
all being discussed.

The CPH Foundation is also in early
stages of planning what will be our first
business leaders’ tour of the agency. For
this effort, the Foundation is working
directly with the chief health officer at
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company and
with other partners in Atlanta. An
announcement and invitations will be
forthcoming, and anyone interested in
learning more should contact Karl
Moeller at 202-898-0435.

O F F I C E R S
The Honorable John Edward Porter, chair
Martha N. Hill, PhD, RN, vice chair
Mary Woolley, president and CEO
Georges C. Benjamin, MD, secretary
Mary J.C. Hendrix, PhD, treasurer
B O A R D M E M B E R S
Tenley E. Albright, MD
Nancy Brown
The Honorable Michael N. Castle
Susan Dentzer
Victor J. Dzau, MD
Joseph M. Feczko, MD
Jay A. Gershen, DDS, PhD
Carol W. Greider, PhD
Harry Johns
Jackie Lovelace Johnson 
Evan Jones
Elizabeth Baker Keffer
Debra R. Lappin, JD
Alan I. Leshner, PhD
Lucinda Maine, PhD
Mark McClellan, MD, PhD
The Honorable Kweisi Mfume
Elizabeth G. Nabel, MD
Herbert Pardes, MD
Sudip S. Parikh, PhD
John R. Seffrin, PhD
Larry J. Shapiro, MD 
Ellen Sigal, PhD 
Laing Rogers Sisto
Jack T. Watters, MD
Elias A. Zerhouni, MD
H O N O R A R Y D I R E C T O R
C. Everett Koop, MD, ScD 
E M E R I T U S D I R E C T O R S
William G. Anlyan, MD 
Dennis A. Ausiello, MD
Kenneth I. Berns, MD, PhD 
William R. Brinkley, PhD 
Roger J. Bulger, MD 
G. Steven Burrill
Gail H. Cassell, PhD 
Wendy Chaite, Esq. 
Jordan J. Cohen, MD 
Dominick P. DePaola, DDS, PhD
Sam Donaldson 
John P. Donnelly 
Robert Dresing 
Eugene Garfield, PhD 
Myron Genel, MD 
Irma E. Goertzen 
M.R.C. Greenwood, PhD 
Elmer E. Huerta, MD, MPH
Robert A. Ingram 
Caroline A. Kovac, PhD 
Philip R. Lee, MD 
Ellen Levine 
Constance E. Lieber
John P. Margaritis 
Jewell Jackson McCabe 
Catherine E. McDermott 
Donnica L. Moore, MD 
James E. Mulvihill, DMD 
William D. Novelli
William A. Peck, MD
Edward E. Penhoet, PhD 
William L. Roper, MD, MPH 
Leon E. Rosenberg, MD
Isadore Rosenfeld, MD 
Raymond R. Sackler, MD 
Charles A. Sanders, MD 
Mitchel Sayare, PhD 
Carol R. Scheman 
M. Roy Schwarz, MD 
Susan C. Scrimshaw, PhD
Randolph Siegel 
Samuel C. Silverstein, MD 
Hon. Louis Stokes
Hon. Louis W. Sullivan, MD 
Hon. Billy Tauzin
Reed V. Tuckson, MD 
Christopher A. Viehbacher
Alan G. Walton, DSc, PhD 
M. Cass Wheeler
John Whitehead 
Phillip L. Williams 
Ruth Wooden
Judy Woodruff
James B. Wyngaarden, MD

D I R E C T O R S
Boardof
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* Reflects the CDC core program budget.

Policy
U P D A T E

2012 FEDERAL RESEARCH BUDGET
FY11 FY12  

Agency Enacted Enacted

National Institutes of Health $30.69 billion $30.7 billion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention* $5.65 billion $5.65 billion

National Science Foundation $6.86 billion $7.03 billion

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality $372 million $369 million

http://cphfoundation.tumblr.com
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ANNUAL MEETING 
OF MEMBERS
10:30 a.m.
Hemisphere A, Ronald Reagan Building
and International Trade Center
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC
This meeting, for Research!America alliance mem-
bers only, summarizes the organization’s past year
and looks ahead to the coming year. Officers from
Research!America’s Board of Directors present
information related to organizational perform-
ance. Registration information will be posted soon
at www.researchamerica.org/event_listing.

NATIONAL HEALTH 
RESEARCH FORUM
12 p.m.
Pavilion Room, Ronald Reagan Building 
and International Trade Center
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC
The National Health Research Forum,
Research!America’s annual gathering of thought
leaders, brings together perspectives from
government, academia, industry and advocacy in a
one-of-a-kind event. This year, our two discussion
panels will tackle issues related to global
competitiveness and U.S. leadership in innovation.
Confirmed speakers include: 

NANCY BROWN, chief executive officer, American
Heart Association

JOHN CASTELLANI, president and CEO, PhRMA

CAROLYN M. CLANCY, MD, director, Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality

FRANCIS S. COLLINS, MD, PhD, director, National
Institutes of Health

THOMAS R. FRIEDEN, MD, MPH, director, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention

MARGARET A. HAMBURG, MD, commissioner,
Food and Drug Administration

JAMES MADARA, MD, executive vice president
and chief executive officer, American Medical
Association

SHERI McCOY, vice chairman of the executive
committee and member of the office of the chair-

man, Johnson & Johnson

LARRY SHAPIRO, MD, executive vice chancellor for
medical affairs and dean of the School of Medicine,
Washington University in St. Louis

SUBRA SURESH, MS, ScD, director, National Science
Foundation

JACK WATTERS, MD, vice president of external 
medical affairs, Pfizer Inc 

JOIN
RESEARCH!AMERICA

ON MARCH 14
FOR A DAY
DEDICATED 

TO CELEBRATING
RESEARCH 

TO IMPROVE 
HEALTH

Members take action…
As a responsibility of membership, all Research!America members play an important role in electing the Board of Directors.
The Board is the governing body of the organization, and as established in the bylaws, has 30 to 36 directors. Each year
Research!America’s Nominating Committee submits a slate of candidates who are nominated to serve a three-year term on
the Board of Directors. Each institutional member’s contact of record receives the election materials in mid-February and
are asked to cast their vote.

ADVOCACY AWARDS
6:30 p.m. (Grand Reception) • 7:15 p.m. (dinner served)
Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium
1301 Constitution Ave. NW • Washington, DC
This event honors outstanding advocates for medical, health
and scientific research whose leadership efforts have been

notably effective in advancing our nation’s
commitment to research.

This year we will be honoring:

SANJAY GUPTA, MD, chief medical corre-
spondent for CNN, will receive the Isadore
Rosenfeld Award for Impact on Public
Opinion for increasing public awareness of
breaking medical news through his in-depth
coverage.

THE FOOD ALLERGY INITIATIVE will receive
the Paul G. Rogers Distinguished
Organization Advocacy Award for its advoca-
cy to improve food allergy research, diagno-
sis, treatment and prevention and its gener-
ous funding for food allergy research in the
United States.

MARGARET FOTI, PhD, MD (h.c.), CEO of the
American Association for Cancer Research,
will be honored with the Raymond and
Beverly Sackler Award for Sustained National
Leadership for her dedication to increasing
public awareness about cancer research,
treatment and prevention.

SCOTT JOHNSON, president and founder of
the Myelin Repair Foundation, will be recog-
nized with the Gordon and Llura Gund
Leadership Award for his patient advocacy
efforts, especially for patients living with
chronic disease, and his work to bridge the
gap between drug development and 
delivery.

DONALD A. B. LINDBERG, MD, director of
the National Library of Medicine, will be
awarded the Geoffrey Beene Builders of
Science Award for his pioneering work in
applying computer technology to health care
and his contributions to information and
computer activities in medical diagnosis, arti-
ficial intelligence and educational programs.

We will soon announce the recipient of the
Edwin C. Whitehead Award for Medical
Research Advocacy, which recognizes exem-
plary leaders, particularly those in public
office, who have shown a long-standing com-
mitment to advancing health research as a
national priority and who galvanize others in
support of science policy and funding.

The dinner is a high-level gathering of research leaders, attend-
ed by the nation’s most influential and esteemed individuals in
science, health and medical research, advocacy, business, the
media, and government.

Sanjay
Gupta, MD

Margaret
Foti, PhD,
MD (h.c.)

Scott
Johnson

Donald A.B.
Lindberg,

MD
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Research!America President and
CEO Mary Woolley has been re-
elected to serve on the Institute
of Medicine’s governing council.

* * *
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention awarded $339
million to state and local health
departments to fund HIV preven-
tion activities this year.

* * *
Washington University in St.
Louis is expanding its data center
for genomics. The new building
additions will double its size.

* * *
Paul Rothman, MD, was named
dean of the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine
and chief executive officer of
Johns Hopkins Medicine.

A M E R I C A SPEAKS

KnowDid
Y O U

Rice Study Finds Increasing Age of First-Time NIH Grantees
A publication from four members of the James A. Baker III Institute for Public
Policy at Rice University found that, in 2008, first-time recipients of National
Institutes of Health grants averaged 42 years of age—a year older than when the
average Nobel laureate conducts his or her award-winning research.

The article, produced by former Baker Institute intern Kara Calhoun; institute
Chair in Health Economics Vivian Ho, PhD; former intern Nathan Lo; and Science
and Technology Policy Fellow Kirstin R. W. Matthews, PhD, first appeared in the
journal PLoS ONE.

A lack of funding for young investigators could push them into different fields:
“We do believe [a lack of funding] could influence the number of scientists entering
and staying in biomedical research positions in academia,” the authors write.

The report credits former NIH Director Elias Zerhouni, MD, a Research!America
board member, and current Director Francis Collins, MD, PhD, with implementing
programs targeted toward young investigators. 

Do you believe that we are making enough progress
in medical research in the U.S.?

SOURCE: NATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION POLL, OCTOBER 2011,
JZ ANALYTICS FOR RESEARCH!AMERICA

Medical Research is Not Making
Enough Progress, Americans Say

Second Edition of The Stem Cell Dilemma to be Printed
Authors Leo Furcht, MD, and William Hoffman have announced a second edition
to their book, The Stem Cell Dilemma.

The second edition includes updated information on new clinical trials involving
stem cells; advances in work with induced pluripotent stem cells; the ongoing court
battles over federally funded embryonic stem cell research; and the growing interna-
tional stem cell enterprise.

Both Furcht and Hoffman work at the University of Minnesota Medical School;
Furcht is the former president of Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology (FASEB).

For more information on the book, visit www.stemcelldilemma.com.

Commerce Department Report 
Continued from page 1

SPECIAL THANKS TO NEW AND RENEWING
RESEARCH!AMERICA ALLIANCE MEMBERS

NEW MEMBERS
Purdue University 

RENEWING MEMBERS
Brigham & Women’s Hospital

Caring for Carcinoid Foundation
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Massachusetts General Hospital 

Merck & Co., Inc.
Mount Sinai Medical Center/School of Medicine

Partners Healthcare System  

Not yet a member? Join Research!America today at
www.researchamerica.org/supportourwork

RESEARCH!AMERICA
EXTENDS SPECIAL THANKS

TO OUR PRINCIPAL PARTNERS
2012 ADVOCACY AWARDS

FRIEND SPONSOR:
Howard Hughes Medical Institute

2012 NATIONAL HEALTH RESEARCH FORUM
Howard Hughes Medical Institute

YOUR CANDIDATES–YOUR HEALTH
Howard Hughes Medical Institute

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital
LET ME BE CLEAR: SCIENCE AND JOURNALISM

IN THE AGE OF THE GENOME AND TWITTER
Pfizer Inc

Visit www.researchamerica.org/partnership_
opportunities for ways to support

Research!America.

Yes

No

Not sure

22%

58%

20%

R&D tax credit; support innovative entre-
preneurs; shorten the “valley of death,” as
it’s known, by reducing the amount of time
from discovery to application; accelerate
biotech, nanotechnology and advanced
manufacturing R&D; and develop ways to
measure the value and effectiveness of
research investment.

http://www.researchamerica.org/partnership_opportunities
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You’ve likely been following
our global health efforts in
this column, including the
state-based advocacy connect-
ing the dots between research
investment and health and
economic yield here at home.
This month we ask you to
share with us what’s going on
in your state in global health
R&D. Did you know that
approximately 600 private for-
profit companies in California
are engaged in global health
activities? Or that Maryland’s
life science sector supported
more than 70,000 jobs in
2010? Or that New York uni-
versities and pharmaceutical
companies are working in pub-
lic-private partnerships across
the state on research and
development for HIV, TB and
other global health threats?
What global health break-
throughs are happening in
your own backyard? Let us
know at globalhealth@
researchamerica.org, and
check out our program and
tools by visiting
www.researchamerica.org/
global_health.

HHS Announces First Global Health Strategy
The Department of Health and Human Services recently released its first global health
strategy. HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius spoke at the briefing that convened leaders
in global health to discuss the role of various HHS agencies and their governmental and
non-governmental partners in global health.   

“Our primary mission at HHS is to keep Americans healthy and safe,” Sebelius said.
Reminding the audience that global health is America’s health, she said, “diseases can
spread faster and more unpredictably than ever before. As recently as 1963, just 26,000
passengers came through the Dulles Airport. In 2010, 6.4 million international passen-
gers passed through Dulles. More than a million people drive across our borders, dock in
our ports or land in our airports every day and any one of them can bring a new virus or
bug. We must take a global approach to improving Americans’ health.”

Global Health R&D and the Department of Defense
As part of the Global Health R&D Advocacy Initiative’s U.S. Government Fact Sheet
Series, Research!America’s Department of Defense Agency Fact Sheet highlights the sig-
nificant role DoD plays in global health. This advocacy tool illustrates to policy makers
and the public how DoD research and development of medical treatments and preven-
tions play an often vital role in U.S. diplomacy and defense, in addition to protecting the
health of our troops and the American public. DoD’s global health R&D work is “a cor-
nerstone of military medical diplomacy,” stated retired Col. Kent Kester, MD, former
commander of Walter Reed Army Institute of Research. It has contributed to the devel-
opment of 25% of the past 40 years’ total of U.S.-licensed vaccines. In addition, for each
dollar spent on diplomacy and development, five dollars is saved in defense. 

The DoD fact sheet can be downloaded at
www.researchamerica.org/uploads/DoDFactsheet.pdf 

A M E R I C A SPEAKS
Our nation’s health care costs attributable to smoking and
obesity are estimated at $243 billion. One of  the key aims of
prevention research is to help Americans make behavioral
changes that can help them overcome these and other
hazardous and costly health threats. Do you believe the
government should play a role in prevention research?

SOURCE: NATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION POLL, OCTOBER 2011,
JZ ANALYTICS FOR RESEARCH!AMERICA

Americans Say Government Should
Play a Role in Prevention Research

Comment Period for NAPA Draft Framework Ends February 8
The Department of Health and Human Services has released its draft framework for
implementation of the National Alzheimer’s Project Act, which became law in
January 2011.

HHS is accepting public comment on the framework, but only until February 8. To
comment on the framework, email NAPA@hhs.gov.

To read the framework and learn more about the legislation, visit the initiative’s
homepage at http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/napa/.

Yes

No

Not sure

52%

30%

18%

mailto:globalhealth@researchamerica.org
http://www.researchamerica.org/global_health


Coming
March 14, 2012—Research!America’s
National Health Research Forum,
Washington, DC.
www.researchamerica.org/forums

March 14, 2012—Research!America’s
Advocacy Awards, Washington, DC.
www.researchamerica.org/advocacy_awards

UP

1101 King Street, Suite 520
Alexandria, VA 22314-2960

703-739-2577 phone
703-739-2372 fax

www. re s ea rchame r i ca . o r g
800-366-CURE

Ask Our Next President
About the Future of
Health Research 
As the presidential campaigns heat up,

it’s time to find out where the candidates stand on health research issues.
Research!America has launched our award-winning voter education initiative,
Your Candidates–Your Health 2012. This initiative, which can be found at
www.yourcandidatesyourhealth.org, gets candidates on the record with their
views on health research and displays their responses to a questionnaire on
our website.

President Obama and Newt Gingrich have already answered, but we want
to hear from all the candidates. Research to improve health is a critical issue
for our nation, and Americans deserve to know where candidates stand.
Together, we can put the spotlight on health research in the 2012 elections. 

Research
A D V O C A T E

TH E

Connect with Research!America Online

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/researchamerica

Become a fan on Facebook: www.researchamerica.org/facebook

Watch our YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/researchamerica

Visit our blog: www.researchamerica.org/blog

www.researchamer ica.org
U S  O N  T H E  W E BVisit

Advocacy
&Action
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50% Not enough

33% About right

5% Too much

12% Don't know
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40% Strongly agree

47% Somewhat agree

10% Somewhat disagree

3% Strongly disagree
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