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On March 11, House Republicans
released a new three-week funding
measure for FY11 that would cut 
$6 billion in government spending but
would not affect research agencies. This
short-term bill, which passed 271-158 in
the House, would keep the government

funded through April 8. House
Republican leadership has pledged that
this will be the last of the so-called short
term continuing resolutions (C.R.).

The C.R. was passed by the Senate
and signed by President Barack
Obama on March 18. Democratic

Members of Congress have asked that
Obama play a larger role in future
budget negotiations.

Fifty-four House Republicans
opposed the C.R., a sign of growing
frustration within the caucus for larger

A P R I L  2 0 11

A M E R I C A SPEAKS
Many governments have set a goal to spend 3% of  GDP
(annual economic output of  a country) on research and
development and some, including Japan and Korea,
have already exceeded this goal. How important do you
think it is for the U.S. to achieve this goal?

SOURCE: YOUR CANDIDATES–YOUR HEALTH POLL, AUGUST 2010
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Americans Think Government
Investment in R&D is Important

Congress Passes Another C.R., but House May Want Further Cuts

Research!America members have elect-
ed seven new directors to serve on the
Board of Directors.

The new directors include a Nobel
laureate, two former Members of
Congress and leaders from academia,
industry and patient advocacy.

Nancy Brown is chief executive offi-
cer of the American Heart Association
(AHA). Brown has served for several

years in the national and regional
offices of the AHA; prior to her current
position, she was chief operating officer
at the AHA’s National Center.

The Honorable Mike Castle served
Delaware in Congress as its at-large rep-
resentative for nine terms and, earlier,
as the state’s deputy attorney general,
lieutenant governor and two-time gover-
nor. Throughout his career, he has been

a committed supporter of
medical research.

Joseph Feczko, MD, is
chairman of the board of
directors for Stockholm-based
Cardoz Pharmaceuticals. He
previously served in senior
leadership positions with

GlaxoSmithKline and Pfizer Inc. He
retired in 2009 as Pfizer’s senior vice
president and chief medical officer.

Carol Greider, PhD, is a molecular
biologist at The Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine.
Greider discovered the enzyme telom-
erase in 1984; based on this work, she
and two colleagues won the 2009 Nobel
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Wake Forest School of
Medicine
Wake Forest School of Medicine and Wake
Forest Baptist Medical Center together
make up one of the country’s most respected

medical schools. The school is home to—among other things—the Wake
Forest University Translational Science Institute, which focuses on research-
ing and teaching clinical and translational science, and a recently launched
Office of Global Health.
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About Research!America
Research!America is the nation’s
largest 501(c)(3) public education
and advocacy alliance working to
make research to improve health a
higher national priority. Founded in
1989, Research!America is supported
by member organizations that
together represent the voices of
more than 125 million Americans.
Our public opinion polls, advocacy
programs and publications reach the
public and decision makers to help
advance medical, health and
scientific research.

Web
ON THENew

The Biomarkers Consortium launched a
new website: www.biomarkersconsortium.org 

The Parkinson’s Action Network, a
Research!America member, posted a webcast
from its 2011 Research & Public Policy
Forum at www.thepanforum.org. 

The American Society of Human
Genetics, a Research!America member,
launched a website for its October 2011
Annual Meeting, the International Congress
of Human Genetics: www.ichg2011.org. 

The White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy created an online tool 
to help users track the impact of federal
investment in R&D. Check it out at
http://rd-dashboard.nitrd.gov/. 
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The Wake Forest School
of Medicine is on the
rise: a continued build-
ing of the school’s

Translational Science Institute; a glob-
al health center with an increasing
focus on research; and a 30-year old
(and still growing) non-human pri-
mate colony. But William B.
Applegate, MD, MPH, president of
Wake Forest University Health
Sciences and dean of the Wake Forest
School of Medicine, is most pleased
with the gains made in regenerative
medicine. The school has been part of
international efforts to use stem cells
to regrow human bladders and, most
recently, urethras, which aid those who
have suffered trauma.

The Translational Science Institute is
funded by a variety of revenue sources
and helps coordinate research among
departments and centers.

“We have significant pilot funds in

that program to essentially stimulate
new team science in areas where there
has not been as much collaboration as
before,” Applegate said.

The school’s Office of Global Health
is building its research capacity and has
relationships with schools around the
world. The primate colony is also a
source of pride for Applegate.

He added that Research!America’s
efforts to sustain research funding have
been critical for Wake Forest and other
research institutions.

“Research!America is one of the lead-
ing voices to explain to both the
Congress and the public … the value of
human and animal research in terms of
ever-improving, if you will, the health of
human beings,” he said. “I think
Research!America is one of the voices
that has most clearly articulated the
great value equation that biomedical
science provides humans in terms of
future health.”

William B.
Applegate,
MD, MPH

ActionT A K E
Members

F O R  O U R  M E M B E R S
Research!America Adds Value

Research!America stands on a reputation of innovative advocacy that generates
results serving our mission and the interests of our members:

• Our National Health Research Forum brings together leaders from across sectors
for an insightful discussion on the current state and the future of research to
improve health.

• The New Voices for Research community allows early-career researchers to con-
nect, network and learn how to advocate for their livelihood.

• Our Your Congress–Your Health constituent education initiative helps connect
those who care about research to their lawmakers. We ask all Members of
Congress to make public their views on issues related to research to improve
health.

• Research!America’s briefings on Capitol Hill help us showcase to lawmakers and
their staffs the importance of keeping funding for health and medical research a
top priority. Our latest Hill briefing series shows the continuing health and eco-
nomic benefits of vaccine development.



Discretionary Spending Cuts to Impact Research
Research!America’s chair, former congressman John Edward
Porter, was quoted in a Bloomberg News article on U.S. leadership
in science and innovation and the looming budget cuts. “America’s
economic destiny depends upon maintaining and enhancing our
lead in technology, innovation, science and research,” he said. “The
cuts to NIH proposed by the House take us exactly in the wrong
direction.” The Economist ran Porter’s quotes in an article about the
House’s proposed research spending cuts, and the article appeared
in the online versions of The New York Times, San Francisco

Chronicle, The Oregonian, Austin-American Statesman, The Wichita Eagle and The
Muskegon Chronicle (MI). 

President’s FY12 Budget
Mary Woolley, president and CEO of Research!America, was quoted in BNA’s
Medical Research Law & Policy Report on the president’s FY12 budget proposal.
Woolley said: “Research helps control health care costs, create quality American
jobs and drive early-stage innovation on which the private sector can build.
Research!America polls show that Americans understand this and support
increased research funding. We are pleased that the president has heard and heed-
ed the voice of the public in his FY12 budget proposal.”

Pharma’s Revenue Challenges Impacting Rate 
of Drug Discovery
A New York Times article focused on declining revenues and the
impact on research investment and the pace of drug discovery at
pharmaceutical companies in the U.S. and Europe. The article cited
several reasons for this trend, including expiring drug patents and
pressures from insurers and governments to lower drug prices.
Christopher Viehbacher, CEO of sanofi-aventis and a
Research!America board member, was quoted saying that generic drugs are cur-
rently taking over the primary care market in the U.S. and that the European mar-
ket poses similar challenges. NIH Director Francis Collins, MD, PhD, described
new NIH efforts to help “feed the private sector” pipeline.

Public Sector Research and Drug Discovery
The New England Journal of Medicine published a new study by Ashley J.
Stevens, PhD, director of the Office of Technology Transfer at Boston University,
and colleagues on the role of public sector research in the applied research phase
of drug discovery. They found that between 1970 and 2009, 153 new FDA-approved
drugs and vaccines originated from public sector research, much more than previ-
ous studies had found. 

Investing in Research in Illinois
Citing data from Research!America’s online economic impact of research tool,
Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-IL) issued a press release on the importance of med-
ical research funding in FY11 for economic growth and job creation in Illinois.
Durbin also mentioned the importance of maintaining research funding to train
the next generation of American scientists. 

Spring’s arrival should
be about renewal and
hope. Advocates for
health research instead
face discouragement
and delay. 

Those with short-term agendas may
be denying our children’s health and
future by failing to invest in a robust
approach to translate research into
delivery and assure science as a key-
stone of our economic leadership.
Certainly it is important to put the U.S.
fiscal house in order, but as
Research!America Chair John Porter
said at our Advocacy Awards dinner, the
course forward for this nation requires
leadership that puts the full federal
budget on the table as priorities are set;
meanwhile, those determined to assure
a healthy, economically vibrant future
must speak out repeatedly, with one
voice, so the case we champion on the
public’s behalf is undeniable. 

Our Whitehead Awardee, Sen. Dick
Durbin, took up Mr. Porter’s refrain,
calling for “no cuts that cost lives.” Our
Sackler Awardee, Nobelist Mike
Bishop, said if he could do one thing
differently, he would have put more
time into advocacy for research. 

We must move from clear rhetoric to
determined action. It is time for
research stakeholders to do three things:
sign the petition to protect NIH funding
(www.researchamerica.org/advocacy);
urge your elected representatives to
state their views on health and research
via YourCongressYourHealth.org; make
an appointment to visit your representa-
tive in your home district to talk about
public and private jobs created by
research, about health improved and
productivity strengthened. Contact us
for ideas and assistance!

M A T T E R S
Media

M E S S A G E
President’s
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Viehbacher



and longer-term cuts.
Earlier, on March 9, a House appro-

priations bill for FY11, H.R. 1—which
contained billions of dollars in cuts to
the National Institutes of Health, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the Food and Drug
Administration, the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality, and
the National Science Foundation—
had been brought to the Senate floor
for a vote. H.R. 1 was defeated 56-44, as
was the Senate alternative to H.R. 1,
which would have flat-funded govern-
ment research agencies. 

New R&D Tax Credit 
Bill Introduced
On March 9, a new bipartisan R&D tax
credit bill was introduced in the House.
The bill, H.R. 942 or the American
Research and Competitiveness Act of
2011, was introduced by Reps. Kevin
Brady (R-TX), John Larson (D-CT),
Erik Paulsen (R-MN) and Anna Eshoo
(D-CA). 

This bill would make the R&D tax
credit permanent and would replace
the current law, which is set to expire
December 31. Since the bill was intro-
duced, additional members have
agreed to co-sponsor the legislation
including Reps. Doris Matsui (D-CA),
Michael McCaul (R-TX) and Nick
Rahall (D-WV). 

At press time, a Senate version of the
legislation has not been introduced. 

CPH Update
The Campaign for Public Health
Foundation is preparing to lead anoth-
er one-day tour for congressional staff
of the CDC’s headquarters in Atlanta
on May 17. Six bipartisan senior staffers
from the House are already planning to
attend this tour, and several other
offices have requested more informa-
tion. While in Atlanta, participants will
have the opportunity to tour the
agency’s Emergency Operations Center
and meet with senior CDC leaders,
including Director Thomas Frieden,
MD, MPH. Briefing topics currently
include foodborne outbreaks, public
health response and capabilities, global
health, using evidence to drive health
decisions, and disease control and pre-
vention efforts at the local, state,
national and international levels. These
tours have been praised by past partici-
pants and have helped Members of
Congress and senior congressional staff
members gain a better understanding
of the CDC’s health protection and
health promotion efforts. 

Injury Prevention 
Fact Sheet
The CPH Foundation is partnering with
several groups in the injury prevention
community on the Foundation’s next
one-page fact sheet. The enormous
gains in injury prevention over the past
few decades will be highlighted—as will
the cost-effectiveness of injury interven-
tions such as smoke detectors, helmets
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* As of February 23, 2011
** Reflects the CDC core program budget.

Policy
U P D A T E

2011 FEDERAL RESEARCH BUDGET

House C.R. President’s FY 2011 R!A 
Agency for FY 11* 2012 Budget Recommendation

National Institutes of Health $29.2 billion $32 billion $35 billion

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention** $5.7 billion $6.6 billion $8.8 billion

National Science Foundation $6.4 billion $7.42 billion $7.42 billion

Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality $403 million $397 million $611 million

Congress Passes Another C.R. 
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 5
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National Cancer Act 40th Anniversary Activities
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the signing of the National
Cancer Act of 1971, which led to increased funding for cancer
research and the development of the National Cancer Institute.
Former Congressman Paul G. Rogers, Research!America chair emer-
itus, played a crucial role in its passage.

In celebration of its anniversary, the President’s Cancer Panel held a
four-meeting series to address the future of cancer research and the
acceleration of innovation in this area. The American Society of

Preventive Oncology honored the anniversary at their annual meeting in March.
The society’s president, Electra D. Paskett, PhD, is a professor at The Ohio State
University College of Public Health, a Research!America member. 

Friends of Cancer Research, the American Association for Cancer
Research, the American Society of Clinical Oncology—all Research!America
members—and the Association of American Cancer Institutes will hold a
Capitol Hill day May 11 to showcase the work of the nation’s cancer centers.
Ellen Sigal, PhD, chair and founder of Friends of Cancer Research, is a
Research!America board member.

Collins Dispels Myths about Translational 
Science Center
National Institutes of Health Director Francis S. Collins, MD,
PhD, said in a recent webinar that the NIH’s proposed National
Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) is about
streamlining the pipeline for translational science and working
with the NIH’s other centers and institutes. 

The idea of NCATS arose from recommendations by the NIH’s
Scientific Management Review Board that the NIH realign its resources and
form a new center to focus on translational science.

In the webinar, which was hosted by FasterCures, a Research!America mem-
ber, Collins sought to reassure those who believe NCATS will compete with
industry researchers.

“We are not turning NIH into a drug development company,” he said. “This is
an effort to try to identify projects and opportunities that complement what the
private sector already does well—to facilitate streamlining the pipeline to a higher
success rate, and to identify specific projects that need to be de-risked in order for
the private sector to see them as economically viable. That’s a challenge for rare
and neglected diseases, where the market may not be very compelling.”

SPECIAL THANKS TO RENEWING
RESEARCH!AMERICA ALLIANCE

MEMBERS

Akron Children’s Hospital 
Alzheimer’s Association 

American Academy of Nursing 
American Association for the Advancement

of Science 
American Association for Cancer Research 

American Chronic Pain Association 
American Federation for Medical Research 

American Public Health Association 
American Society for Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology 
American Society for Clinical Investigation 

The American Society of Hematology 
American Society for Microbiology 

American Society of Tropical Medicine 
& Hygiene 

amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research 
Association of Chairs of Departments 

of Physiology 
Association of Professors of Medicine 

The Association for Research in Vision 
and Ophthalmology 

Autoimmune Disease Association 
Biotechnology Industry Organization 

Brigham & Women’s Hospital/Partners
Healthcare System 

Duke University Medical Center 
The J. David Gladstone Institutes 
Harvard School of Public Health 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
Keck School of Medicine at USC 

Kent State University 
March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation 
Massachusetts General Hospital/Partners

Healthcare System 
Oregon Research Institute 

Pennsylvania Society 
for Biomedical Research 

The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
The Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute 

State University of New York Downstate
Medical Center 

University of Nebraska Medical Center
College of Dentistry 

The University of Oklahoma Health
Sciences Center 

Washington University in St. Louis School
of Medicine 

Weill Cornell Medical College 
Womenheart: The National Coalition 

for Women with Heart Disease 
Yale University School of Nursing 

ZERO-The Project to End Prostate Cancer

Not yet a member? Join Research!America today 
atwww.researchamerica.org/become_member

_or_donate.

Hon. Paul G.
Rogers

and car seats. The Foundation will
launch the fact sheet at an injury brief-
ing on Capitol Hill this spring. The CPH
Foundation will distribute copies of the
fact sheet to reporters, policy makers,
partners and others in the health sector
soon after publication. Thanks to contri-
butions from participants and a seed
grant from Pitney Bowes, this injury
prevention fact sheet will become an
insert in the Foundation’s “Where is

Public Health?” booklet. 
The CPH Foundation has already pro-

duced a disease surveillance fact sheet
and plans to continue building on this
series of fact sheets to cover other major
fields of public health, such as infections
acquired in health care settings. The
Foundation welcomes other ideas from
groups interested in partnering on simi-
lar fact sheets. For more information,
contact info@cphfoundation.org.

Policy Update Continued from page 4

Francis S.
Collins, MD,

PhD
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Under its new Innovation Union Policy,
the European Union seeks to promote
research collaboration with the U.S. in
an effort to advance international R&D
cooperation. Robert Jan-Smits, direc-
tor-general of the European
Commission’s Directorate General for
Research and Innovation, announced
the policy at the American Association
for the Advancement of Science’s
annual meeting. 

* * *
The Wellcome Trust’s Science Policy
in the News (SPIN) service, which pro-
vides a weekly roundup of biomedical
science policy news, has been re-
launched with a new look. Visit
http://spin.wellcome.ac.uk/. 

* * *
The White House Office of Science
and Technology Policy hosted the
first meeting of its new Committee on
STEM Education. The group dis-
cussed initial strategies to ensure the
U.S. is producing effective STEM
teachers and motivated students.

* * *
The Collegiate Inventors Competition
invites teams of undergraduate and
graduate students to submit their inno-
vations, discoveries and research for the
chance to win one of six prizes. The
competition is hosted by Invent Now
with sponsorship from the Abbott Fund
and the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office. Visit www.invent.org.

KnowDid
Y O U

A M E R I C A SPEAKS
Do you agree or disagree with the following
statement? “Even if  it brings no immediate benefits,
basic scientific research that advances the frontiers
of  knowledge is necessary and should be supported
by the federal government.”

SOURCE: YOUR CANDIDATES–YOUR HEALTH POLL, AUGUST 2010
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Most Agree that Basic Research
is Necessary

Research!America Welcomes Former Senior Senate
Staffer, Other New Policy Staff
Research!America is pleased to welcome Eleanor “Ellie” Dehoney as our new vice
president of public policy and programs, as of March 28. 

Dehoney was most recently the long-time legislative director for Sen. Sherrod
Brown (D-OH). Earlier she was a health policy legislative assistant for Sen. Tom
Daschle (D-SD), an analyst for the Department of Health and Human Services
and held planning and communications roles at the University of North Carolina
Hospitals and Blue Cross Blue Shield-New Jersey. In her new role, Dehoney is
responsible for leading Research!America’s advocacy initiatives and policy and leg-
islative outreach in support of medical, health and scientific research.

“Ellie’s considerable experience on Capitol Hill, strong reputation for working
across the aisle and with the full range of stakeholders in research will be tremen-
dous assets for us. She brings deep expertise in and a passion for health and
research,” said Mary Woolley, Research!America president and CEO.

Other recent additions to Research!America’s policy staff are Max Bronstein and
Alexandra Cordts. Prior to joining Research!America as a manager of science policy,
Bronstein was a consultant for the Center for Health Communications Research at
the University of Michigan and previously worked for the National Science
Foundation Office of the Director and as a congressional intern in the House
Committee on Science and Technology. Cordts is a program manager for our global
health research and public health advocacy. She joined Research!America from
Hanover Grants, a division of Hanover Research. She previously worked on interna-
tional science policy at the NIH Fogarty International Center and as an intern with
the United Nations and the U.S. Agency for International Development.

Strongly agree

Somewhat agree

Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

43%

45%

9%

3%

OSTP Launches R&D Dashboard
The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy launched a new
online tool to help the public track the impacts of federal investment in research
and development.

The R&D Dashboard provides a unique glimpse into federal investments in R&D
at the National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation. It will
be expanded in the future to include additional information on federal R&D
investments.

The dashboard presents data on federal investments in R&D at NIH and NSF
over the past decade. Specifically, it compiles financial awards to research institu-
tions and translates those inputs to outputs, such as publications and patents. 
The dashboard organizes investments by state, congressional district and research
institution and allows users to sort by research topic within these levels. Visit
http://rd-dashboard.nitrd.gov/.
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HHS Updates its National Vaccine Plan 
The Department of Health and Human Services unveiled a new National
Vaccine Plan to enhance coordination of the federal vaccine and immuniza-
tion system. This is the first update to the original vaccine plan, which was
created in 1994.

The goal of the plan is to ensure that all Americans can access the preven-
tive benefits of vaccines. It serves as an all-encompassing guide to innovating
the nation’s vaccine activities. It includes strategies for addressing such issues
as research and development, supply, financing, distribution, safety, global
cooperation and informed decision-making among consumers and health
care providers.

R D
A D V O C A C Y

G L O B A L  H E A L T H

&
Research!America co-hosted a briefing,
“The Polio Vaccine: A Dose of Prevention,”
with the Global Health Council and the
United Nations Foundation in Washington,
DC, on March 31. Besides the focus on the
polio vaccine, the briefing showcased the
impact of U.S. investment in global health
research here at home and shared the
progress and success of federal agencies and
a range of global health partners.

Peg Willingham, of the UN
Foundation’s Global Vaccines Campaign,
moderated the discussion. Panelists includ-
ed David Bowen, PhD, of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, John Sever,
MD, PhD, of Rotary International’s
International PolioPlus Committee, and
Winstone Zulu of AIDS-Free World.

Polio, which can cause lifelong paralysis
and even death, can be prevented with an
oral vaccine that costs only 50 cents to
deliver per dose. The vaccine has saved an
estimated $180 billion in treatment costs
for the disease in the U.S. alone. 

The event was the second in the series,
“Securing a Healthier Future with
Vaccines,” which aims to demonstrate the
long-term benefits of vaccine research and
development, both in economic impact
and lives saved. 

The Global Health Council is a
Research!America member. 

That would fund the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
for more than a year!

SOURCES: BASEBALL AMERICA, HOUSE CONTINUING RESOLUTION

Major League Baseball
revenue vs. CDC funding
Revenue generated by Major League Baseball
in 2009

$6.6billion

R E S E A R C H TAKES
CENTS

Prize in Physiology or Medicine.
The Honorable Kweisi Mfume served Maryland in the U.S. House of

Representatives for five terms. He is currently the chief executive officer of
the National Medical Association and was the former president and CEO
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Elizabeth Nabel, MD, is the president of Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston. Prior to her current position, she served in multiple
positions—including
director—at the National Heart,
Lung and Blood Institute at the
National Institutes of Health.

Sudip Parikh, PhD, is vice
president of AgriFood and vice
president of health policy for the
Battelle Memorial Institute. He
previously worked for the Senate
Appropriations Committee and
with the National Institutes of
Health.

Three board members—Mary
J.C. Hendrix, PhD; Jackie
Lovelace Johnson; and Laing
Rogers Sisto—were elected to
serve new three-year terms.

Seven Elected to Board of Directors Continued from page 1
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Tenley E. Albright, MD
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Endo Pharmaceuticals
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Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute
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Society for Neuroscience

Research!America extends special
thanks to our principal partners

Visit www.researchamerica.org/partnership_
opportunities for ways to support Research!America.
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Coming
April 27, 2011—Clinical Research Foundation
Annual Awards Dinner, Omni Shoreham Hotel,
Washington, DC. www.clinicalresearchforum.org

May 9, 2011—Society for Women’s 
Health Research Annual Gala Dinner,
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Washington, DC.
www.womenshealthresearch.org

May 11, 2011—Research!America-University 
of Maryland-Pfizer Forum on Science and
Journalism, National Press Club, Washington, DC. 

May 16, 2011—Research!America Partners
Forum with Northeastern Ohio Universities
Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy,
NEOUCOM Ralph Regula Conference Center,
Rootstown, OH. “Building Ohio’s Economy and
Health through Medical Research.”

July 20-21, 2011—INFOCAST BioDefense
Vaccines and Therapeutics Conference,
Washington, DC. www.infocastinc.com 

UP

NIH Funding At Risk: Contact Congress Today
The House of Representatives recently passed H.R. 1—a continuing appro-
priations bill that includes unprecedented funding cuts to NIH, NSF, CDC,
AHRQ and FDA. These cuts represent a major threat to the nation’s
health and competiveness. 

We need your help now more than ever to protect funding for medical
research! Contact your representatives in Congress TODAY and explain to
them how these cuts will impact your state, your community or your insti-
tution. Make sure they know where you and your community stand on
medical research.

Advocacy
&

Research
A D V O C A T E

TH E

Action

Connect with Research!America Online

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/researchamerica

Become a fan on Facebook: www.researchamerica.org/facebook

Watch our YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/researchamerica

Visit our blog: www.researchamerica.org/blog

www.researchamer ica.org
U S  O N  T H E  W E BVisit
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AcademyHealth • American Association for Cancer Research • American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy

• American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology • Austen BioInnovation Institute in Akron
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Institute • March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation • Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of Medicine
and Pharmacy • Northwestern University • Summa Health System • University of California, San Francisco

• The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine • Van Andel Research Institute
• Washington University in St. Louis School of Medicine

VIP/INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
Tenley E. Albright, MD • American Public Health Association • Endo Pharmaceuticals

• Frederick K. Goodwin, MD • Vernon Loucks, Jr. • Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute • Powell Tate
• Weight Watchers International • Weill Cornell Medical College
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PATRON SUPPORTERS CONTRIBUTORS

Research!America Extends Special Thanks to

Edwin C. Whitehead Award
for Medical Research Advocacy
Award Benefactor: 
Whitehead Charitable Foundation and
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research

“… David Cameron, the Tory leader in
England, facing his own budget difficulties,
came up with five words to guide his
decisions: ‘No cuts that cost lives.’ … As
long as this Senator and those who believe
as I do have something to say about it,
we’re going to make sure our nation’s
commitments to research and
innovation—particularly medical
research—are kept. We are going to make
sure that Research!America’s fine work in
both the public and private sector
continues.”

Award recipient 
SEN. RICHARD J. DURBIN (D-IL)

Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-IL)

Susan Whitehead, JD,
introducing Sen. Durbin

2011 Research!America Advocacy Awards
March 15, 2011 • Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium • Washington, DC



Builders of Science Award
“We won’t get support unless we
have a public that understands the
excitement and the importance of
what we all do [as scientists]. 
That’s what democracies are all
about. We get what we celebrate. 
We collectively have to start
investing urgently in changing the
attitudes of kids about who the real
role models and heroes are.”

Award recipient 
DEAN KAMEN, founder and president,
DEKA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION; founder, FIRST (FOR
INSPIRATION AND RECOGNITION OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY)

Gordon and Llura Gund
Leadership Award
Award Benefactor: 
Gordon & Llura Gund Foundation

“Research can be quite an endeavor.
There is no roaring stadium crowd or
paparazzi, but the work promoted
by Research!America saves lives,
expands knowledge and creates a
better world for everyone. … We can
save millions of lives at a time, and it
is so much more humane and
economical and moral to prevent
rather than to have to deal with the
results [of disease] afterwards.”

Award recipient 
MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, 
Mayor, City of New York

Paul G. Rogers
Distinguished Organization
Advocacy Award
Award Benefactor: Hogan Lovells

“It is an honor to accept this
prestigious award recognizing the
Defense and Veterans Brain Injury
Center’s innovative public 
education programs and
partnerships for traumatic brain
injury research, which this award
recognizes as having significantly
raised public awareness about
traumatic brain injury.”

Col. Jamie B. Grimes, MD, MC, USA,
national director of award recipient
DEFENSE AND VETERANS BRAIN
INJURY CENTER

Ronald J. Daniels, JD,
LLM, introducing
Mayor Bloomberg

Llura Gund, Michael Bloomberg
and Gordon Gund

Dean Kamen and
Elizabeth Nabel, MD

Col. Jamie Grimes, MD, MC, USA
and Harry Johns



OFFICERS
Hon. John Edward Porter, chair
Martha N. Hill, PhD, RN, vice chair
Mary Woolley, president and CEO
Georges C. Benjamin, MD, secretary
Mary J.C. Hendrix, PhD, treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS
Tenley E. Albright, MD
Nancy Brown 
Hon. Michael N. Castle
Susan Dentzer
Victor J. Dzau, MD 
Joseph M. Feczko, MD 
Jay A. Gershen, DDS, PhD
Carol W. Greider, PhD
Harry Johns
Jackie Lovelace Johnson 
Evan Jones
Elizabeth Baker Keffer 
Debra R. Lappin, JD 
Alan I. Leshner 
Lucinda Maine, PhD, RPh
Mark McClellan, MD, PhD 
Hon. Kweisi Mfume
Elizabeth G. Nabel, MD
Herbert Pardes, MD 
Sudip S. Parikh, PhD
John R. Seffrin, PhD 
Larry J. Shapiro, MD 
Ellen Sigal, PhD
Laing Rogers Sisto
Christopher A. Viehbacher
Jack T. Watters, MD
Elias A. Zerhouni, MD

HONORARY DIRECTOR
C. Everett Koop, MD, ScD, 
Former Surgeon General 

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
William G. Anlyan, MD 
Dennis A. Ausiello, MD
Kenneth I. Berns, MD, PhD 
William R. Brinkley, PhD 
Roger J. Bulger, MD 
G. Steven Burrill
Gail H. Cassell, PhD 
Wendy Chaite, Esq. 
Jordan J. Cohen, MD 
Dominick P. DePaola, DDS, PhD
Sam Donaldson 
John P. Donnelly 
Robert Dresing 
Eugene Garfield, PhD 
Myron Genel, MD 
Irma E. Goertzen 
M.R.C. Greenwood, PhD 
Elmer E. Huerta, MD, MPH
Robert A. Ingram 
Caroline A. Kovac, PhD 
Philip R. Lee, MD 
Ellen Levine 
Constance E. Lieber
John P. Margaritis 
Jewell Jackson McCabe 
Catherine E. McDermott 
Donnica L. Moore, MD 
James E. Mulvihill, DMD 
William D. Novelli
William A. Peck, MD
Edward E. Penhoet, PhD 
William L. Roper, MD, MPH 
Leon E. Rosenberg, MD
Isadore Rosenfeld, MD 
Raymond R. Sackler, MD 
Charles A. Sanders, MD 
Mitchel Sayare, PhD 
Carol R. Scheman 
M. Roy Schwarz, MD 
Susan C. Scrimshaw, PhD
Randolph Siegel 
Samuel C. Silverstein, MD 
Hon. Louis Stokes
Hon. Louis W. Sullivan, MD 
Hon. Billy Tauzin
Reed V. Tuckson, MD 
Alan G. Walton, DSc, PhD 
M. Cass Wheeler
John Whitehead 
Phillip L. Williams 
Ruth Wooden
Judy Woodruff
James B. Wyngaarden, MD

Raymond and Beverly Sackler
Award for Sustained
National Leadership 
Award Benefactor: 
Raymond and Beverly Sackler

“It is not sufficient, nor should it be, to
simply argue that medical research is
transparently important. We need to
explain ourselves and what we do. … 
If I had to do it over again, I would have
spent more time on the Hill in
Washington, … more time writing 
op-ed articles, more time talking to
general audiences—more time in the
public square.”

Award recipient 
J. MICHAEL BISHOP, MD, Nobel laureate;
chancellor emeritus, UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

Isadore Rosenfeld Award for
Impact on Public Opinion
Award Benefactor: 
Rosenfeld Heart Foundation

“The idea of supporting science—it is what
has made us better. It is what has made
this country. … we have to be proponents
and advocates of the power of science to
make a difference. Science does not know
politics in terms of Republicans and
Democrats, but science does know politics
in that it needs a voice.”

Award recipient CHARLIE ROSE, 
executive editor and anchor, “Charlie Rose” 
on PBS and Bloomberg Television

M A R C H  1 4 ,  2 0 1 2
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Victor Dzau, MD,
introducing Charlie Rose

Freda Lewis-Hall,
MD, introducing
Michael Bishop, MD

J. Michael Bishop, MD, and Mary Woolley

Charlie Rose



The Forum featured two
panels. The first, moder-
ated by Michael Riley of
Bloomberg Government,
discussed the importance
of research to the 
U.S. economy, America’s
stature as the world’s
R&D leader, federal
budget-tightening and
the growing importance
of public-private 
partnerships.

H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  
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National Health
Research Forum

March 15, 2011
National Press Club

Washington, DC
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The second panel,
moderated by Clive
Crook, senior editor of
The Atlantic, addressed
gaps in the research
enterprise and potential
causes and solutions,
areas that are
underfunded and the
global research
ecosystem, including
collaboration and
competition.

Research!America’s 2011 
National Health Research Forum

convened experts from diverse
sectors to discuss the current

state of research, its strong value
to America’s health and economy,

and challenges and obstacles
facing medical and health

research in the future.

“Since World War II, fundamental research 
and development have been core to what 
the U.S. government has done—it’s been
vital, it’s been important, it’s been critical. 
Is that assumption still correct?” 
– Michael Riley, managing editor, 
Bloomberg Government

“There’s not a single Member of Congress
who is not persuaded by the need to try to
help in those areas [of disease]. Individuals
who’ve been afflicted by this, or their close
relatives, are probably the best lobbyists you
can have to encourage the basic medical
research needed … It’s vitally important
when research does work, … to make sure
you blow that horn as loudly as you can to 

“We have to prioritize. That is a given. It’s not
enough … to say, ‘We can’t afford not to do
these things.’  Well, that’s a political slogan. 
Priorities have to be struck.”
— Clive Crook, senior editor, The Atlantic

“We need FDA to have the highest levels of
regulatory science if it’s going to keep up with
the highest levels of discovery science. … in
2010, R&D spending by the biopharmaceuti-
cal industry in the U.S. actually went up, to
$67.4 billion from about $65.9 billion. … But
it’s only one part of it. The work that is done—
the $30 billion at NIH—the work that is done

Clive Crook

Michael RileyHon. John E. Porter

“Science, innovation,
technology, and research
are America’s economic
destiny. It is here where we
lead the world .... And they
are all under siege, and
today we find ourselves with
the most daunting
challenge for priority and
funding in perhaps the last
65 years. Is America to give
up on this engine of
economic growth, this hope
for overcoming dread
diseases and disability, this
repository of much of
America’s intellect and
knowledge?”
— Former Congressman
John Edward Porter, chair,
Research!America H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  

L E A D  S P O N S O R
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let the public and Members of Congress know
that something out there is positive and
helpful and working.”  
— The Honorable Michael Castle, 
former member of the House of Representatives;
Research!America board member

“Those of us who fund research feel a very 
urgent sense of missed opportunities. With
the Recovery Act funds—an unprecedented
amount of resources available very rapidly for
research—it wasn’t hard to make really, really
good investments and in fact, even with that
unprecedented level of support, there were
fantastic applications that didn’t get funded.”
— Carolyn Clancy, MD, director, 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

“I’m seeing people like me now who come to
Duke, returning to their country. We’re losing
a lot of human capital. China—their universi-
ties are increasingly competitive. Our STEM
education is weak. Sooner or later, you can
see the equation shifting. … I certainly see a
tremendous shift toward the rest of the
world.”
— Victor Dzau, MD, 
chancellor for health affairs, Duke University;
Research!America board member

“We need to recognize that just because
something works in a lab or a controlled
clinical trial doesn’t mean it’s going to happen
in society—we need to bridge that
implementation gap. … Also, we need to look
at ways in which the government and the

private sector can work together more
productively than we have in the past.” 
— Thomas Frieden, MD, MPH, director, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

“If you have a Sputnik moment through a
cure, does it stimulate? I certainly hope we
don’t need Sputnik to recognize what we can
do with these kinds of investments, these
kinds of commitments of resources that have
proved so positive. … If we don’t continue to
make those investments on a proactive basis,
it isn’t that we lose claim to who created the
cure, it’s that we lose the potential to create
the next one.”
— Harry Johns, president and CEO, 
Alzheimer’s Association; 
Research!America board member

at universities—all of it is part of an ecosys-
tem that fits together.”
— John Castellani, president and CEO, 
PhRMA (Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America)

“I think this is actually a fairly encouraging mo-
ment in the history of things: that we have more
reasons, scientifically, to get together and more
motivations to make that happen, and perhaps
also … in terms of the willingness to get these
large, complicated organizations together and
actually make sure that we are making the most
of those collaborative opportunities.”
— Francis Collins, MD, PhD, director, 
National Institutes of Health

“We have an exciting moment in time, and I
think we need to seize it right now. It’s really
important that we, as a nation, recommit to
the importance of life science, research and
all the opportunity that it holds in terms of
leadership at key agencies and industry. 
I think we are increasingly all on the same
page, pulling in the same direction.”
— Margaret Hamburg, MD, commissioner, 
Food and Drug Administration

“I think about: How are we doing today, with
setting and establishing the foundation on
which American biomedical research will be
robust 25 to 50 years from now? And that’s
where I’m concerned. … It is unambiguous

that investments made decades ago translate
into better health, better health solutions and
certainly a robust economy.”
— David Page, MD, director, 
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research

“The truth of the matter is we have to view
this through the metric of an individual, and
what their wants are and what their needs
are, and what this means to them and their
families, and to put them in the front and
their choices in the front and what this
means. And I think we often don’t do a good
job of that.”
— Ellen Sigal, PhD, chair and founder, 
Friends of Cancer Research

David Page, MD Ellen Sigal, PhDFrancis Collins, MD, PhDJohn Castellani Margaret Hamburg, MD

Carolyn Clancy, MD Harry JohnsHon. Michael Castle Thomas Frieden, MD, MPHVictor Dzau, MD
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