
U.S. is Not Spending Enough on 

Research

37%

56%

7%

Not enough

The right amount

Too much

In 2007, the U.S. spent 5 and a half cents of each health dollar on research to 

prevent, cure and treat disease and disability. Do you think that is too much, the 

right amount or not enough?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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Majority of Americans Want More 

Funding for Research
How many cents out of each health dollar do you think we SHOULD spend?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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12%

13%

9%

36%

21%

9%0-4 cents

5-6 cents

7-10 cents

10-15 cents

15-25 cents

26 cents or more

70%



Americans Willing to Pay More for 

Research to Improve Health

32%

68%

Willing to pay more

Not willing to pay

more

Would you be willing to pay $1 per week more in taxes if you were certain that all 

the money would be spent for additional research to improve health, or not?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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Accelerating Investment in Research 

a Priority in Health Reform

2%4%

45%

28%21%

A top priority

High priority

Somewhat of a priority

Low priority

Not a priority at all

Considering all aspects of health reform, how much of a priority is it to accelerate 

our nation’s investment in research to improve health?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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Research is a Solution to Rising 

Health Care Costs

29% 71% Part of the solution

Part of the problem

When it comes to rising health care costs, would you say research to improve 

health is part of the problem or part of the solution?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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National Commitment to Health 

Research Should be Higher

34%

53%

13%

Higher

About the same

Lower

As we look for ways to deal with health care costs in our country, do you think 

that the national commitment to health-related research should be higher, lower, 

or about the same as it is now?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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Americans Think Research is 

Important to the U.S. Economy

8%

92%
Important

Not important

How important do you think research is to the U.S. economy?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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Scientific Research is Important for 

Job Creation & Incomes

12%

88% Important

Not important

In terms of job creation and higher incomes, how important do you think it is to 

invest in scientific research? 

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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Congress Should Encourage Industry 

to Conduct More Medical Research 
Congress should support tax and regulatory policies that encourage private industries to 

conduct more medical research. Do you agree or disagree with that idea?

78%3%

19%

Agree

Disagree

Don't know

Source: National Poll, November 2008
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Good Idea for Pharmaceutical 

Companies to Fund Research
Pharmaceutical companies sometimes fund research conducted in conjunction with 

universities, hospitals and other institutions. Do you think this is a good idea, or a bad idea?

81%

5%

14%

Good idea

Bad idea

Don't know

Source: National Poll, November 2008
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Scientists Should Have Most 

Influence over Research Spending
Which one of the following do you feel should have the most influence on how 

government funds for research to improve health are spent?

Source: Your Congress–Your Health Survey, June 2009
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50%

39%

11%

Scientists who

conduct research to

improve health

Patients with

various diseases and

their families

Elected officials



7% 25%

52%

16%

Strongly agree

Somewhat agree

Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

Americans Better Off if U.S. Invests 

in Global Health Research
Do you agree or disagree that Americans will be better off if the U.S. government 

invests in research designed to improve health around the world?

Source: National Global Health Survey, November 2008 
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