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“Every public healthEvery public health 
decision is made on a 
political decision ”political decision.  

– William Foege, MD, MPH
September 10 2003September 10, 2003
Senior Fellow, Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation; Former 
Director CDCDirector, CDC



Public Impact on Political 
Decision Makers

• AIDS activists (late 1980s)
• Breast cancer activists (early 

1990s)
• Institute of Medicine Report to 

the National Institutes of Healththe National Institutes of Health 
(1998)



Council of Public Representatives:
Report and Recommendations onReport and Recommendations on 
Public Trust in Clinical Research 
• Bridge the communications gap between 

researcher and patient
• Encourage researchers to communicate• Encourage researchers to communicate 

regularly with participants and 
community
Add i i i• Address community participants as 
partners in the research process

• More training on community relationshipsMore training on community relationships
• Communicate frequently and in plain 

language
COPR D b 2 2004– COPR, December 2, 2004

COPR created on the recommendation of the Committee on the NIH Research Priority-Setting 
Process, Institute of Medicine, 1998.



“What you understand well 
can be communicated wellcan be communicated well. 
It's a matter of not just 
discipline but obligation todiscipline but obligation to 
the public for scientists to 
communicate both the 
excitement of science, the 
prospects of science and 
th li h t fthe accomplishments of 
science.”
– Elias Zerhouni, MD,
Director, National Institutes of Health



PARADE/Research!America Poll 
“What Americans Think About 
Medical Research” March 21, 2004



Most Americans Can’t Name 
a Living Scientista Living Scientist 

Can you give me the name of a living scientist? 

74%None/don't know

1%

8%Stephen Hawking

Albert Einstein

1%

1%Bill Gates

15%

1%Robert Jarvick

Other

Source: Bridging the Sciences Survey, 2006
Charlton Research Company for Research!America



Limited public awareness of 
scientists is one reason why…

…less than six 
cents of everycents of every 
health dollar in 
the U.S. is spent 
on research toon research to 

improve health,
Source: Research!America Issue Paper:     
2006 U.S. Investment in Global Health Research, 2007

p ,
Source: Research!America Issue Paper:     
2006 Investment in U.S. Health Research, 2007



of which less than oneof which less than one 
cent of every health y
dollar in the U.S. is 

t l b l h lthspent on global health 
research.

Source: Research!America Issue Paper:     
2006 U.S. Investment in Global Health Research, 2007



Research!America Has 10 Years 
Experience in Advocacy Training forExperience in Advocacy Training for 
Researchers

• Underscoring the power of public support
• Clarifying the distinction between advocacy 

and lobbying
• Sharing effective messages and techniques 
• Fundamentals of building relationships with• Fundamentals of building relationships with 

policymakers 
• Fundamentals of building relationships with 

the media 
• Reinforcing the power of saying thank you
• Encouraging persistence it pays off• Encouraging persistence—it pays off



Some Problems We EncounterSome Problems We Encounter

• Culture of science doesn’t recognizeCulture of science doesn t recognize 
value of public outreach
– “My department chairman will never y p

thank me for a letter to the editor” 
• “I don’t have time”
• Using advocacy tools such as public 

opinion poll data doesn’t come 
naturally

• Scientists resist the political 
environment and vice versa



“[Scientists] want to come to 
Congress and give tutorialsCongress and give tutorials. 
That doesn’t work. We don’t 
have time for tutorials. They y
need to get right to the point: 
‘This is why it’s important. I 
know there are a lot of 
competing interests, but 
here’s why we should be athere s why we should be at 
the head of the line. And 
here’s what it means forhere s what it means for 
society.’”
– The Hon. Sherwood Boehlert
“Explaining Science to Power: Make ItExplaining Science to Power: Make It 
Simple, Make It Pay” November 24, 2006, 
Science



Research!America’sResearch!America’s 
Newest Program…g



Paul G. Rogers Society for Global 
l h hHealth Research

• Goal: Make Global Health 
Research a Much Higher National 
Priority

• The Society prepares and 
activates research leaders to 
engage in public outreach. 



Key MessageKey Message

• Investing in global health 
research is the smart thing toresearch is the smart thing to 
do for America and the right 
thing to do for the world.  



The Paul G. Rogers Society 
Ambassadors: What They DoAmbassadors: What They Do

• Write letters to the editor/opinion 
editorials and/or participate in editorialeditorials and/or participate in editorial 
board meetings

• Give media interviews• Give media interviews
• Meet with policy makers and opinion 

leadersleaders
– Federal, state (e.g., governor)

Foreign Relations Committee members– Foreign Relations Committee members
– Appropriations Committee members

• Make presentations to non science• Make presentations to non-science 
audiences



SuccessSuccess

“World Health Day is 
Saturday. Is this a big dealSaturday. Is this a big deal 
in North Carolina? It should 
be. … We are truly global 
citizens and North Carolina 
is a global state.”
Ambassador Margaret E Bentley–Ambassador Margaret E. Bentley, 

PhD, in The (North Carolina) News & 
Observer, April 5, 2007



SuccessSuccess

“The fight for global health should be a calling card 
of this nation’s character in the eyes of the world … 
Some of the health conditions in poor nations 
throughout the world … cry out for somebody to do 
something. That somebody should be the United 
St t f A i It’ h t k tiStates of America. … It’s what makes a nation a 
leader, not just another country.”

The Tennessean editorial board May 27 2007–The Tennessean editorial board, May 27, 2007



SuccessSuccess

Ambassador Nilda P. Peragallo, DrPH, RN, 
(left) with Rep Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (FL)(left) with Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (FL) 
(right) on Capitol Hill



Tools the Rogers Society 
Ambassadors Use to Make theAmbassadors Use to Make the 
Case for Global Health Research

• Investment tracking data
bli i i ll d• Public opinion poll data

• Sound bites
• Message framing

– Research Takes CentsResearch Takes Cents
– Then-Now-Imagine



U.S. Investment in Global Health 
hResearch

S f F di Global Health R&D ($Source of Funding Global Health R&D ($ 
millions)

Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology 
Industries 3,478

National Institutes of Health 4,981
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 32

U.S. Agency for International 
Development 152

Department of Defense 64epa t e t o e e se 6
Department of State 39
Foundations (2005) 592
Total 9 338Total 9,338

Source: Research!America Issue Paper:     
2006 U.S. Investment in Global Health Research, 2007

Source: Research!America Issue Paper:     
2006 U.S. Investment in Global Health Research, 2007



Research!America PollsResearch!America Polls

i i i bli i i ll• Commissioning public opinion polls 
on research issues for more than 15 
years:

• National Polls
S B d P ll• State-Based Polls

• Issue-Specific Polls
– Stem Cell ResearchStem Cell Research
– Public Health Research



“ bli ti t i“…public sentiment is 
everything. With public 
sentiment nothing cansentiment, nothing can 
fail; without it nothing 
can succeed.”

–Abraham Lincoln



Most Americans Think the U.S. Spends Too 
Little on Health ResearchLittle on Health Research

Currently, the U.S. government spends much less than one penny of every dollar 
h t i h lth d th ld W ld thi t ion research to improve health around the world. Would you say this amount is…

Too little
62%Too much 62%8%

About right 

Attitudes: Global Health Research
Charlton Research for Research!America, 2006

30%



Americans Willing to Pay for 
Global Health ResearchGlobal Health Research

Would you still agree that the United States government spends too little on 
research designed to improve health around the world if you were told it would g p y
mean slightly higher taxes or less money available for other spending priorities? 

(Only includes those who responded “too little” n=621) 

84%16%
Yes, still agree we
spend too littlep

No, think weNo, think we
shouldn't spend
more afterall

Attitudes: Global Health Research
Charlton Research for Research!America, 2006



Important to Eliminate Health Disparities

Studies show that certain health problems such as diabetes, heart disease and 
infant mortality happen more often among minorities or citizens with lower y pp g

incomes.  How important do you feel it is to conduct medical or health research to 
understand and eliminate these differences?

1%

8%

1%

91% Important

Not important

Don't know

Source: National Poll, 2006
Charlton Research Company for Research!America



Investing in Health Can Change the World

If the U.S. decided to invest in one thing to really make a difference in the 
world, what do you think that one thing should be? (first mentions)

18%

16%

Gas prices/energy
issues/alternative fuels

Health
care/medicine/cures

y g

12%

11%

care/medicine/cures

Reduce
homelessness/poverty

World peace/peace in Iraq 11%

8%

World peace/peace in Iraq

Education

Improve/protect 6%

5%

Improve/protect
environment

Help our own people

4%Economy/jobs

Attitudes: Global Health Research
Charlton Research for Research!America, 2006



Research Takes CentsResearch Takes Cents

• MP3 players are expected toMP3 players are expected to 
generate $5.4 billion in 
revenue in 2007revenue in 2007.

Th ld h• That amount would the 
Fogarty International Center at 
h N i l I i fthe National Institutes of 

Health for more than 83 years!

Sources: Consumer Electronics Association; NIH FY06



MalariaMalaria

THENTHEN… 

parents in mid-20th century United States rest 
easy knowing malaria has been eradicated. y g

NOW…

malaria kills an African child every 30 seconds. 

IMAGINE…

Parents worldwide rejoicing in the knowledge 
th t th ill t l hild t l ithat they will not lose a child to malaria. 
Sources: Friends of the Global Fight, 2007



Researcher interest, 
public interest nationalpublic interest, national 

interest and global interest g
can be aligned!



h ih iwww.researchamerica.orgwww.researchamerica.org


