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Dr. Savannah Sims is the Senior Manager for Global Health R&D Advocacy at Research!America,
where she works to bridge the gap between science, policy, and advocacy. She engages with
congressional offices to advance funding for research agencies like NIH, FDA, and CDC, tracks
legislative developments in science policy and global health, and leads cross-sector collaborations
to drive multi-sector investment in medical research. Savannah also translates complex scientific
and policy issues into accessible insights through briefings, reports, and advocacy materials.
Before joining Research!America as the Dr. Leroy Hood Science Policy Fellow, Savannah was a
Postdoctoral Research Associate at Washington University in St. Louis, where she studied immune
responses in pediatric brain tumors. She earned her Ph.D. in Immunology and Microbial
Pathogenesis from West Virginia University, focusing on neuroinflammation in stroke and Multiple

Sclerosis, and holds a B.Sc. in Immunology and Medical Microbiology from WVU with a research
background in vaccinology.



