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Who we are

ÅTristan and Rachel

ÅResearch!America



Research!America Goals

Å Achieve funding for research at the level of 

scientific opportunity

Å Advocate for a policy climate that stimulates 

rather than impedes research and development

Å Empower members of the science community to 

advocate medical and health research

Å Ensure that the public hears about research 

benefits and success stories: Research must not 

become invisible!



R!A Strategies for Success

Å Keep a finger on public pulse via public opinion surveys

Å Develop and deliver timely messages

Å Track investment in research

Å Design and trigger grassroots plus grasstops advocacy 

strategies

Å Drive earned and paid media attention

Å Empower members of the science community as 

advocates

Å Engage congressional champions



Why weõre here

ÅHow to advocate

ÅAdvocacy Best 

Practices

ÅMessaging

ÅPractice

ÅBackground

ÅNIH Funding History

ÅContext for 

impactful advocacy

ÅState of Play



NIH Funding History

Issue Snapshot



FASEB



What does that mean for you?

NIH Data Book

Research Project Grants Applications, awards, and success rates



FASEB



Context for Impactful Advocacy 

Nuts and Bolts 



Three Branches

Å Legislative

Å The House of 

Representatives 

Å The Senate

Å Executive

Å The President

Å Departments, Agencies, 

Councils, and Offices

Å Judiciary

Å The courts



Legislative

ÅAdvocacy is mostly focused on Legislators 

(House and Senate) 

ÅMost susceptible to well -organized advocacy

ÅMost responsive to stakeholder input

ÅMost impact on legislation



Senators

Michael 
Bennett (D)

Cory 
Gardner (R)

Coloradoõs Federal Legislators

Representatives

/¦ 5ŜƴǾŜǊΩǎ 
Congressman:

Mike Coffman (R-CO-06)

(Denver Suburbs east of I-25)

Diana DeGette 
(D-CO-01)

(Denver Metro)

Ken Buck 
(R-CO-04)

(Eastern Plains)

Jared Polis 
(D-CO-02)

(Northern Colorado 
High Country and Ft. 
Collins)

Doug Lamborn 
(R-CO-05)

(C. Springs, South Park, 
San Luis Valley)

Scott Tipton 
(R-CO-03)

(Western Slope)

Ed Perlmutter 
(D-CO-07) 

(Front Range and 
Northern Suburbs)



Bills and Acts

Å Drafting

Å Sponsorship

Å Introduction

Å Committee Markup

ÅCommittee votes

Å Chamber votes

Å Conferencing

Å President Signs

Prime advocacy time!

Prime advocacy time!

Prime advocacy time!


