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Weighing in on Policy 
Development:

It’s easier than you think!



Session Goals

• Enhance awareness of opportunities for stakeholders to provide input 
on the regulatory and policy making processes

• Share best practices for developing and submitting feedback to 
requests for public comment

• Highlight current opportunities seeking stakeholder feedback
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FASEB: 27 societies representing over 115,000 scientists
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Key Definitions

• Law: products of written statutes, passed by the U.S. Congress and signed 
by the President

• Regulations: Standards and rules adopted by administrative agencies that 
govern how laws will be enforced

• Have the force of law

• Policies: Implemented by agencies to establish uniform processes and 
reporting expectations

• Not law, but non-compliance can lead to negative consequences

• Guidance Documents: Issued by agencies to assist in the interpretation of 
regulations



A somewhat familiar process?
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When is Stakeholder Input Collected?
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How is Input Collected?

• Responses to Requests for Information / Calls for Comments
• Policy Acronym: RFI
• Regulatory Acronym: ANPRM or NPRM

• Testimony / Public Comments
• Expert Interviews
• Data Analysis
• Literature Searches
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Where to Find Comment Opportunities?
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https://www.federalregister.gov/
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html#/


Where to Find Comment Opportunities (2)
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/information-regulatory-affairs/broadening-public-engagement-in-the-federal-regulatory-process/
https://www.csr.nih.gov/reviewmatters/2022/01/06/strengthening-fellowship-review/
https://acd.od.nih.gov/working-groups/postdocs.html
https://twitter.com/NIHgrants/status/1629152977259794433?s=20
https://twitter.com/NIHgrants/status/1630206462730334208?s=20


Interested in Commenting?
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Who Are You Representing?

• Self?

• Your Employer?

• Other Organization?
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Is There an Existing Process for Developing Comments?

• Who needs to be engaged in development and review of 
comments?

• Do comments require governance votes?

• Who is the signatory / submitter of comments?
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What makes a good response?

• Clearly states who you are or the constituents represented
• Personalized – even if you are building upon uniform content
• Identifies unintended consequences of proposed change(s)
• Suggests solutions rather than just reiterating the problem
• Provides data/references to justify rationale
• Offers to make additional information, as requested
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Other Tips & Tricks

• Start with the deadline
• Follow instructions for submission

• Most RFIs require electronic submission
• Many must be submitted through web forms

• Adhere to word limits
• Comments are frequently made public and can be subject to FOIA

• Don’t submit proprietary information
• Comments posted to Regulations.gov are publicly available shortly after 

submission
• Full comments or excerpts of comments may be included in final reports
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Example: NIH Postdoc RFI
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-23-084.html


Example: NIH Postdoc RFI (2)
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https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=639675dcf6d8bc7e840ce9c2


Example: NIH Postdoc RFI (3)
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Peep that word limit (300 words per question)



Example: NIH Public Access Policy RFI
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-23-091.html


Example: NIH Public Access Policy RFI (2)
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Option for 
File Upload

https://osp.od.nih.gov/nih-plan-to-enhance-public-access-to-the-results-of-nih-supported-research/
https://osp.od.nih.gov/nih-plan-to-enhance-public-access-to-the-results-of-nih-supported-research/


Don’t Forget…

Be sure to thank the agency for the opportunity to offer 
input. Your comments could lead to future dialogue on 
related topics.

Good Luck!
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Thank You!
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yseger@faseb.org

@FASEBorg 
@YvetteSeger

https://www.linkedin.com/in/yvettersegerphd/

mailto:yseger@faseb.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yvettersegerphd/


Follow Us:

https://www.linkedin.com/company/faseb
https://www.linkedin.com/company/faseb/
https://www.facebook.com/FASEB.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FASEB.org/
https://twitter.com/faseborg
https://twitter.com/faseborg
https://www.instagram.com/fasebofficial/
https://www.instagram.com/fasebofficial/
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