


The problem is…

Not enough 
people know



5 misconceptions about brain donation

• Organ donation includes brain donation. It doesn’t. Separate arrangements

need to be made

• Body donation is the same. It isn’t.

• Only diseased brains needed. Not so.

• Not disfiguring

• No additional cost to family



We learned
The hard way





The Science of Supporting Science 
• Support the NeuroBioBank of the NIH in its efforts to 

supply neurologic investigators with high-quality, 
well-characterized donated human brain tissue.  

• Focus is on raising awareness of the critical need 
for donated brain tissue and on simplifying the 
process to donate upon death. 

• We function as a conduit to the brain banks within 
the NBB.





• Nation’s only federated network 
of brain banks.

• Developed to provide better 
access to researchers

• Accepts diseased & control brains

• Open to researchers around the 
world in academia and industry

• More than 15,000 brains

• NeuroBioBank.nih.gov

The 
NeuroBioBank



The Science of Supporting Science 



Start the Process



Learn What’s Next



• Family member notifies the brain 
bank.

• Brain bank arranges to transport 
body to local facility where brain is 
removed.

• Brain bank sends pathologist to 
remove brain; ships it to brain bank.

• Body released to family for funeral 
or cremation

How does it 
work upon 
death?



• Nearly 18,000 sign-ups

• About 40% are controls

• Ages from 4 mos to 104 yrs

• All 50 states

• More than 200 categories of 
neuro disorders

Who’s signing 
up?









• Consider brain donation

• Register

• Tell your family

For more info:  

www.braindonorproject.org

Think about 
your legacy
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