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Survey Methodology

This online survey was conducted by Zogby Analytics on behalf of
Research!America in early January 2026, among 1,007 adults plus
additional adults for minority oversampling. The survey has a theoretical
sampling error of +/- 3.1 percentage points. The sample is weighted to
best represent the demographics of the population being surveyed.
Weighted variables may include age, race, gender, and party.

Due to rounding, the percent totals may not add up to 100 on some
slides.
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More Than Half Say Children RESEARCH
; AMERECA
Will Be Worse Off Than

People Are Now

When today's children in America grow
up, do you think they will be: W Down 5 pts from 2025.

@ Better off than people are now
@® About the same as people are now

Worse off than le are now
® an peopie are no A Up 10 pts from 2025.

18%
h’ﬁ 60% say “worse off” i

i-nﬁ, 46% say “worse off”

@O 42% say “worse off”

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



) ’ : RESEARCH
Those Who Say “Worse Off” Believe It REEiR] -y

|s Because of Inflation, Too Much ‘
Time on Social Media, Jobs

Why do you think today’s 1. Inflation 54%
. . . . 2. Too much time on social media 50%
children in America will 3. Fewer jobs VG A Up from #10 spot in 2025.
4., Growing social and political divides 46%
grOW u p WOrse Off? Se I eCt 5. Decline of democracy A\ Up from #8 spot in 2025.
3 I I that 3 pply 6. Increasing economic inequality
7. Increased crime
8. Worsening environment VW Down from #4 spot in 2025.
9. Increased threat of war
10. Effects of climate change W Down from #7 spot in 2025.
11. Emergence of new technologies, such as artificial intelligence
12. Worsening health
13. Increased threat of terrorism
14. Growing federal deficit
15. Loss of U.S. scientific and technological leadership
16. Other (please specify)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



"Advances in Science and RESEARCHE A
Technology” is the Top Response
From People Who Say “Better Off”

DISCOVERY. IN NOVATION HEALTH.

Why do you think Advances in science and technology
today’s childrenin Growing economy %
America will grow Increased economic opportunities for al

up better off? Select Longer and healthier lifespans %

all that apply.

Improved environment
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0
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Reduction of crime

Greater global peace

(=]
(=]
(=)
(=]

Effective response to climate change

Other (please specify) 3%

 _

0 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Nearly 7 in 10 Say Congress RES,ER}.‘EE CA

Should Invest More Taxpayer
Dollars To Advance S&T

Do you believe Congress should invest more
taxpayer dollars to advance science and

technology in the U.S.?

™ 80% say “yes” A\ Up 5 pts from 2025.

i'nﬁ, 65% Say “yes” A\ Up 6 pts from 2025.
A\ Up 5 pts from 2025.

o 54% say “yes” @® Yes
® No

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted
in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Amerjgans Weigh In On RES,&R,',‘EECA
Priorities Over the Next 50 .
Years

@ Veryimportant @ Somewhat important

© Not very important Not at all important Not sure

This year marks the
United States' 250th

Food and water security 77%

Economic strength

birthday. In thinking Medical progress
about our nation’s Educational excellence
. - Disease prevention and control
priorities over the Cybersecorits
neXt 50 years’ hOW Democratic stability
important do you Military strength
thin k the fOI IOWing Environmental sustainability
Energy independence

should be? T

Global cooperation

Scientific leadership

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



" 1 RESEARCH
Strong .Blpartlsan Support AMERTcA
for Basic Research % 3%

Do you agree or disagree with the ® Strongly agree
following statement? Even if it brings @® Somewhat agree
no immediate benefits, basic scientific ® Somewhat disagree
research that advances the frontiers of

knowledge is necessary and should be

supported by the federal government.

A “Strongly” or “somewhat” agree up 7 pts from Jan. 2025 (was 85%).

) S

Ty 95% say “strongly” or “somewhat agree”

M 92% say “strongly” or “somewhat agree”

0 88% say “strongly” or “somewhat agree”

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Half of Americans Have Knowledge of RES/&R}}EE CA
Potential Cuts That Could Impact
Research and Innovation

How informed do you feel @® Very or somewhat informed
about canceled federal @® Not very or not at all informed
programs or budget cuts

that could impact science

research and innovation?

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in
partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.




81n 10 Americans That Are Informed RES/&R/"‘EE CA
About Potential Cuts to Research and
Innovation Are Concerned

If answered “very informed” or

3 : . @® Very concerned
somewhat informed previously, ® Somewhat concerned

how concerned are you about ® Not very concerned

these canceled federal programs
or budget cuts?

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby
Analytics in January 2026.




Nearly 9in 10 Say It Is Important RE%\}}EE CA
For 2026 Candidates ToChampion ,, 7 7™

Faster Medical Progress \

How important is it for your
candidates in 2026 to ® Very important

. . @® Somewhat important
champion faster medical ® Not very important
progress?

Ty 91%say “very” or “somewhat important”
M 90% say “very” or “somewhat important”

0 81% say “very” or “somewhat important”

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



/1n 10 Would Be More Likely to Support a RESAE\REEE CA

Candidate Who Favors Increased Medical %%~
and Health Research Spending

If you knew a candidate for Congress favored spending
more on medical and health research, would you be more
or less likely to support that person for election?

1y 83% say “much” or “somewhat more likely”

@ ) ° )
1. 70% say “much” or “somewhat more likely” A\ Up 10 pts from 2025.

o 58% say “much” or “somewhat more likely” W Down?7 ptsfrom 2025.

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in

L .. ’ S hat likel
partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026. @ Much morelikely @ >omewhat more likely

@ Somewhat less likely



" RESEARCH
Americans Say Cost of Health Care AMERICA

s the Most Important Health Issue AMERICA
Facing The Nation

What WOUId YOU Say Cost of health care PEFA A +9 pts from 2025.
. . * Mental health ——— Switched places i king from 2025.
is the single most Cancer — B
: Access to health care
important health Opioid addiction 7%
. . Obesity
Issue facing the Gun violence
. 5 Climate change
nation? (Choose one) Chronic diseases
Suicide
Diabetes
Heart disease
Antibiotic-resistant 'superbugs'
Pandemic threats
Alcoholism BEEA
. Alzheimer's disease EEA
Source: A Research!America HIV/AIDS [ 1%
poll of U.S. adults conducted in Reproductive health [l 1%
. . Respiratory diseases -1%
partnership with Zogby Other (please specify)
Analytics in January 2026. Don't know
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

*Hispanic and African American respondents are more likely to say mental health is the most important issue.



Confidence In Nurses, Doctors, and RESWEE A
Scientists Is Hi gh

@ A great deal @ Not too much None at all Not sure

@& A fair amount

How much confidence
do you have in each of
the following to act in —
your best interest: 12 tonchers

MNurses

Doctors

Police officers

A Confidence in scientists
increased 5 pts from
Jan. 2025 (“a great deal’ College and university professors

+ “a fair amount” was Public health officials
78%, now 83%).

Military leaders

Religious leaders 16%
A Confidence in scientists Business leaders 13%
is highest since 2020. Elocted officials 29%

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



/71N 10 Think The Work of RESEARCH
St . AMERECA
Scientists Benefits All or Most 190 2%

Peopleinthe U.S. \

In general, do you think the work that scientists
do benefits all, most, some, very few, or no

people in this country? o All
@ Most
xﬁg 78% say “all” or “most” ® Some

= 68% say “all” or “most”
0 61% say “all” or “most”

A Increased from 6 in 10 last year (59%)
Combined “all” or “most” number is highest in 5 years (since January 2021).

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Health Providers and Scientists Are Most Trusted RESEARCE'

Sources of Medical and Health Information AME,CA

How trustworthy are the following sources of medical and health information?

@ Very trustworthy @ Somewhat trustworthy @ Not very trustworthy Not at all trustworthy ¢ Not sure

Doctors, nurses and other health providers “Very trustworthy” up 5 pts.

Scientists “Very trustworthy” up 10 pts.
Family and friends
Public health officials
My place of worship

Online medical forums

The federal government 19% . v “Very trustworthy” down 4 pts.

™
1%
2o [l

W 9%
35% -

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.

Local TV/Radio
Newspapers/Magazines
Elected officials

Podcasts

Social media influencers



Only Half of Americans Can RESEARCH

Name a Medical or Health AMERICA

Research Institution

Can you name any

c ey e Mayo Clinic 13%
Institution, company, or Pfizer 11%
organization where Johns Hopkins 8%
medical or health E?HC Z:f
. .? (0]

research is conducted: St Jude's 49
. Harvard University 4%

@ Yes (specify) WHO 3%
UCLA 2%

® No/Not sure MD Anderson 2%
Source: A Research!America Johnson & Johnson 2:/0
poll of U.S. adults conducted in Cleveland Clinic 10/0
partnership with Zogby Emory University 10/0
Analytics in January 2026. Other 37%




Only Half of Americans Are RES,&R},‘EEC A
Aware S&T Research Is |
Conducted in Every State

To the best of your knowledge, would you say that
science and technology research inthe U.S. is
conducted in all 50 states?

A “Yes” up 5 pts from 2025 (was 47%,). ‘ Yes

® No

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Only Half Of Americans Are Aware RES ARl A
Medical Or Health Research Is
Conducted in Every State

To the best of your knowledge, would you say that
medical or health research in the U.S. is conducted
in all 50 states?

@® Yes
® No

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



. RESEARCH
Only a Quarter of Americans Can AMERICA

DISCOVERY. IN NOVATION HEALTH.

Name a Living Scientist

Can you name a living scientist?

. Neil deGrasse Tyson 24%

® Yes (specify) Anthony Fauci 13%
Bill Nye 11%

. NO/NOt sure Jennifer Doudna 6%
Jane Goodall* 3%

Stephen Hawking* 2%

Brian Cox 2%

v “Yes” decreased 8 pts (was Timothy Berners-Lee 2%
33% in 2025). Elon Musk 2%
A Neil deGrasse Tyson up 13 pts Roger Penrose 2%
(was 11% in 2025). Other 33%

*deceased

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



. o : RESEARCH
Americans Are Split on the Benefits AMERICA

and Risks of Artificial Intelligence

DISCOVERY. IN NOVATION HEALTH.

Please indicate which of the following
statements comes closer to your view.

Statement A: Artificial intelligence has
tremendous potential to bring about
advancements that will improve my life.

Statement B: Artificial intelligence
presents significant risks to my quality of
life, through potential job loss, loss of
privacy, or abuse of data.

18-24 60% chose “Al presents significant risks...”

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in
partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.

@ Statement A
@® StatementB



. RESEARCH
As Americans Learn More, They Are AMERICA

DISCOVERY. INNOVATION. HE

Growing More Concerned About The .
Risks Of Artificial Intelligence

Please indicate which of the following @ StatementA @ StatementB @ Not sure
statements comes closer to your 40
view.

50

Statement A: Artificial intelligence
has tremendous potential to bring
about advancements that will
improve my life.

I
o

M
o

Statement B: Artificial intelligence
presents significant risks to my
quality of life, through potential job
loss, loss of privacy, or abuse of data. 0

Percentage of Respondents
8]
o

.__—__‘\’_\0

2020Q3 2024Q1 2025 2026

[N
o

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Nearly 8 in 10 Americans are RESEARCH
j i - . AMERECA
Confident inthe Safety of Vaccines 3%

Used Today

In general, how confident are @ Very confident

you in the safety of vaccines @® Somewhat confident
used tod ay? @® Not very confident

A “Very” or “somewhat” confident up 4
pts from January 2025 (was 74%,).

Mn,

™ 91%say “very” or “somewhat confident”

M 75% say “very” or “somewhat confident”

o 65% say “very” or “somewhat confident”

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.



Most Americans Agree Childhood EAMERRCA

Vaccines Save Lives and Prevent
Outbreaks

In thinking about childhood vaccines, to what extent do you agree with the following?

@ Strongly agree @ Somewhat agree @ Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree

Childhood vaccines save millions of lives. 56%
Childhood vaccines protect communities from outbreaks of disease.

| worry that not all the childhood vaccines are necessary.

| worry that childhood vaccines cause harm.

Source: A Research!America poll of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with Zogby Analytics in January 2026.

Not sure

8%

29%

36%

DISCOVERY. INNOVATION HEALTH.

6%

5%

5%

6%



See More in Our Online Database

2026 JANUARY NATIONAL SURVEY Scanto access

RELEASED: 02/10/2026

VIEW SURVEY PRESENTATION >

QUESTIONS ALSO APPEARS IN

In your opinion, which of the following are the most serious issues facing this country? (Choose top three) 2024Q1, 2024, 2023,
2022

Should scientists consider it part of their job to inform the public about their research and its impact on society? 2025,2024Q1,2023,
2022

In general, do you believe investments in science and technology are creating employment opportunities for you or people you know? 2024Q1, 2022

How important is it for scientists to inform elected officials about their research and its impact on society? 2025,2024Q1,2023,

2022,2021,2020Q3

Can you name a living scientist? 2025,2024Q1, 2023,
2022VA, 2022, 2021,

2020Q3, 2018, 2017,
2016

RESEARCH
AMERICA

DISCOVERY. INNOVATION. HEALTH.
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