
 

 

January 14, 2026  
 

The Hon. Joni Ernst  
Chair  
Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship  
U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
  
The Hon. Roger Williams  
Chair  
Committee on Small Business  
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, DC 20515  
 

The Hon. Ed Markey  
Ranking Member  
Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship  
U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 

The Hon. Nydia Velázquez  
Ranking Member  
Committee on Small Business  
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, DC 20515  

  
Dear Chair Ernst, Ranking Member Markey, Chair Williams, and 
Ranking Member Velázquez, 
  
On behalf of Research!America, thank you for your leadership 
and service to our nation, and for your work to develop bipartisan 
legislation to reauthorize the Small Business Innovation Research 
(SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs.   
 

The SBIR/STTR programs provide vital early-stage funding that 
empowers American small businesses across the country to turn 
innovative solutions in the health, defense, security, and other 
industries into real-world solutions. By bridging the gap between 
discovery and commercialization, these programs ensure that ideas 
with significant public benefit are translated into high-impact 
products. Among numerous compelling examples, SBIR/STTR 
investments have fueled the development of pioneering cancer 
therapies and diagnostics, as well as the technology behind laser eye 
surgery. 
 

SBIR/STTR programs have delivered strong economic returns, 
generating billions in tax revenue and contributing hundreds 
of billions in total economic impact nationwide. They also 
add tens of thousands of jobs to the economy each year. SBIR/STTR 
investments benefit small businesses in every state, strengthening 
local economies nationwide.  

https://www.researchamerica.org/
https://sbir.cancer.gov/portfolio/success-stories
https://sbir.cancer.gov/portfolio/success-stories
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USAF%20SBIR-STTR%20Economic%20Impact%20Study%20FY2015.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USAF%20SBIR-STTR%20Economic%20Impact%20Study%20FY2015.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/NCI_SBIR_ImpactStudy_2pager.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOD_SBIR%20Economic%20Impacts_1995-2018.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOD_SBIR%20Economic%20Impacts_1995-2018.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/NAVY%20SBIR-STTR%20National%20Economic%20Impacts%202000%20-%202013.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOD_SBIR%20Economic%20Impacts_1995-2018.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USAF%20SBIR-STTR%20Economic%20Impact%20Study%20FY2015.pdf
https://www.sbir.gov/sites/default/files/SBA_FY22_SBIR_STTR_Annual_Report.pdf


 

Your leadership is vital to ensuring that Congress acts swiftly and on a bipartisan basis to 
reauthorize these important programs. If we can assist your efforts, it would be a privilege 
to do so.  

Thank you again for prioritizing these important programs, and please thank your 
respective staff members for their tireless efforts on behalf of us all. 

Sincerely,  

  
Mary Woolley 


