Calling Members of Congress: RESEARCH
Take a Stand for Faster Medical AMERECA

Progress

As a member of Congress, you can take a stand now for lifesaving progress on
behalf of the voters you represent, the nation you serve, and the global
community your leadership influences.

Americans Want Their Elected Leaders to Fight for Progress.
According to a national public opinion poll conducted in January 2026, 91% of
Americans (91% of Democrats, 95% of Republicans, 86% of Independents) say
it is important for President Trump and Congress to assign a higher priority to
ensuring faster medical progress.

Join Champions From Both Sides of the Aisle.

Medical progress is not a partisan issue; it is a strategic and moral imperative.
Chronic diseases affect Americans across the political spectrum. Chronic
diseases account for an estimated $4.9 trillion in annual healthcare costs. But
this does not have to be our reality; if we invest in health and medical
research, we can improve lives significantly.

Champion faster medical progress today. The American people are
counting on you!

Congressional Champions Fight for:

Funding for federal research agencies that partner with the private sector and patients to
drive medical progress. Key agencies include:

+ NIH funds and conducts noncommercial research that seeds private sector research and
innovation, as well as noncommercial clinical and health research that meets compelling
public needs.

+ FDA assesses the safety and effectiveness of new medical advances, and in numerous other
ways supports the health and safety of the American people.

+ CDC works 24/7 to safeguard and bolster the health of every American. As the lead federal
agency for public health preparedness and response, CDC is integral to national and global
security.

» NSF supports research and fosters the STEM workforce needed to ensure national, health,
and economic security.

+ ARHQ is the lead research agency working to ensure medical research and innovation
translate into high-quality, evidence-based health care.

A policy environment that supports the roles of both the public and private sector in
fueling medical progress. Medical progress depends on patient input, public and private
sector investment, academic research capacity, and other critical variables. The federal
government can't do it alone; the private sector can’t do it alone; champions for medical
progress work to ensure the pipeline functions at maximum capacity.



https://www.researchamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/January-2026-RELEASE-Deck.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/chronic-disease/about/index.html
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.fda.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.nsf.gov/
https://www.ahrq.gov/

Why Champion Faster Medical =~ RESEARCH

Medical Progress Saves Lives.
Progress in research and development, as well as early detection for some cancers,
has saved nearly 4.5 million lives between 1991 and 2022 alone.

In 2023, drug overdose deaths dropped 24%, partly thanks to NIH-funded
research that led to the development of naloxone, the first-ever nasal spray that
can reverse opioid overdoses.

Medical Progress Saves Money.

The human tragedy of Alzheimer’s has compelled champions in Congress from
both sides of the aisle to fight for faster progress.

Leveraging R&D to prevent Alzheimer’s is also a fiscal imperative. In 2025 alone,
costs associated with Alzheimer’s disease in the U.S. will total $384 billion. By
2050, yearly costs are expected to increase to just under $1 trillion.

Medical Progress Fuels Businesses and Jobs.

Federal investment in research stimulates private sector investment. A $1
increase in federally funded, noncommercial research stimulates $8.38 of
industry R&D investment.

Medical Progress Strengthens the Economy.

The total economic output of the U.S. biopharmaceutical industry was $1.65
trillion in 2022, accounting for 3.6% of the total U.S. economic output.

The biopharmaceutical industry directly employed more than 1 million people in
the U.S. in 2022, with approximately 26% of those jobs in the R&D sector. These
are high-paying jobs that bolster the entire U.S. economy.

Most Americans Agree Research is Underfunded.

Public opinion continues to strongly align with greater investment for NIH,
our January 2026 survey found that nearly 7 in 10 Americans (75% of
Democrats, 66% of Republicans, and 59% of Independents) would be
willing to pay $1 per week more in taxes if they were certain all the money
would be spent on additional medical and health research.

For more examples of the impact of research, check out our website!

&
View 2025 and 2026 Poll Data Summaries or visit our survey page for other R&D-relevant survey
results

*These surveys were commissioned by Research!America and conducted by Zogby Analytics



https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3322/caac.21871
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2025/2025-cdc-reports-decline-in-us-drug-overdose-deaths.html#:~:text=CDC%20Reports%20Nearly%2024%25%20Decline%20in%20U.S.%20Drug%20Overdose%20Deaths,-Release&text=This%20is%20the%20most%20recent,around%20114%2C000%20the%20previous%20year.
https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/facts-figures
http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/students/envs_5100/Toole2007.pdf
https://cdn.aglty.io/phrma/global/blog/import/pdfs/The-Econ-Impact-of-US-Biopharma-Industry-2024-Report.pdf
https://www.teconomypartners.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/The-Econ-Impact-of-U.S.-Biopharma-Industry-2024-Report.pdf
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_question/would-you-be-willing-to-pay-1-per-week-more-in-taxes-if-you-were-certain-that-all-of-the-money-would-be-spent-on-additional-medical-and-health-research/
https://www.researchamerica.org/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_survey/2025-january-national-survey/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_survey/2026-january-national-survey/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_survey/

