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As we write this letter, the Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27)
appropriations process is underway on Capitol Hill.
This comes on the heels of a long FY26 process, which
resulted in hard-won funding bills that spared most science
and research agencies from draconian budget cuts proposed
early in 2025. We're incredibly grateful for the efforts of our
fellow advocates and our champions in Congress. However,
we are not sitting idly by; were prepared for another battle to
ensure health and research agencies get the robust funding
they need to protect patients and public health.

The American public wants more research. According to
Research!America’s latest commissioned national survey from
January 2026, nearly 7 in 10 Americans across the political

spectrum say Congress should invest more taxpayer dollars
to advance science and technology. Even more stunning is the
92% of Americans who support basic scientific research.

Understanding public attitudes about medical and health
research is crucial as we advance through this midterm
election year, and that is why the 26th volume of America
Speaks! is so timely.

Made possible through the generous support of the American
Medical Association (AMA), Research!America’s latest
volume of America Speaks! also provides insights into how
Generation Z (Gen Z) Americans, ages 18-24, view science.
Our commissioned survey of Gen Z adults found that these
young adults embrace the value of science, with more than
half (58%) saying that science affects their daily lives “a great
deal” Nine in 10 young Americans also say the government
should fund scientific research, with their top reasons
for supporting science being the achievement of medical
breakthroughs and the advancement of human knowledge.
We are inspired by knowing what the next generation of
research advocacy leaders are thinking about and are eager
to partner with them!

We encourage you to share this summary with your colleagues
and networks. Research!America will continue to collaborate
with our members and the broader scientific community to
unify and strengthen advocacy for research. The work ahead
may be full of challenges but together, we can rise to meet
and overcome them.
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Since 1847, the American Medical Association has
worked to advance the art and science of medicine
and the betterment of public health. That mission
has always depended on science, on physicians, and on
strong partnerships. That is why the AMA was proud to
be a founding member of Research!America. We share
a belief that scientific discovery and innovation are not
optional — they are essential to the future of medicine
and the health of our patients.

The release of America Speaks!: Poll Data Summary, Vol. 26
offers important insights into what Americans are thinking
and feeling right now. And the message is clear: the cost
of health care is now the most important issue facing the
country in the eyes of the public. That concern is growing,
and it reflects what physicians see every day in their
practices: patients worried not just about their health, but
about whether they can afford the care they need.

The poll also reveals something deeper about how
Americans are feeling about the future. More than
half of adults believe today’s children will be worse off
when they grow up. That should give all of us pause. It
reflects concerns about economic opportunity, about

American Medical Association

the stability of our institutions, and about the pressures
young people face today.

But there is also a clear source of hope. For the Americans
who believe children will be better off, the reason is clear:
science and technology. That optimism is important, and
it underscores why continued investment in research and
innovation matters so much.

Encouragingly, the public understands this. Nine in
10 Americans believe it is important for our nation’s
leaders to prioritize faster medical progress. More than
90 percent support federal funding for basic research,
even when it does not produce immediate results. And
two-thirds of Americans say they would be willing to pay
more in taxes if they knew the money would go toward
medical research.

There is also strong trust in the people who make medical
progress possible. Physicians, nurses and scientists are
among the most trusted professionals in our society.
That trust is both an honor and a responsibility.

The AMA is proud to work alongside Research!America
to advocate for policies that support scientific discovery,
medical innovation, and improved patient care. Our
organizations share a commitment to listening to the
public, supporting research, and ensuring that innovation
translates into better outcomes for patients.

Together, we can help build a health care system that is
more responsive, more innovative, and more focused
on the needs of patients and communities across this
country. That is our shared mission, and it is work that
has never been more important.
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Americans Say Economy, Inflation, and Health Care
are the Most Serious Issues Facing the Country
In your opinion, which of the following are

the most serious issues facing this country?
(Choose top three)

45%

Economy

Inflation

:39% v -15 pts from 2024

Health care 34% 4 +6ptsfroma024

Immigration 29%
21% W13 pts from 2024

21%

Crime
Growing social and political divides

Jobs 17%

Climate change 15%
12%

1%

Foreign conflict
National security :
0%
8%
7%
5% '
4%

3%

2%

Education

Opioid crisis

Federal deficit

Loss of global leadership in science & technology
Other (specify)

COVID-19

Emerging pandemic threats other than COVID-19

10% 20% 30% 40%
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Americans Say Cost of Health Care Is the Most
Important Health Issue Facing The Nation

What would you say is the single most
important health issue facing the nation?
(Choose one)

A +9 pts from 2025

Cost of health care

' 25%

Mental health 14%

\ Switched places in

10% ' ranking from 2025.

Cancer

Access to health care
Opioid addiction
Obesity

Gun violence

Climate change
Chronic diseases
Suicide

Diabetes

Heart disease
Antibiotic-resistant ‘superbugs’
Pandemic threats
Alcoholism
Alzheimer’s disease
HIV/AIDS

Reproductive health
Respiratory disease
Other (please specifiy)

Don't know
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More Than Half Say Children Will Be
Worse Off Than People Are Now
When today’s children in

America grow up, do you
think they will be:

18% Better off than
people are now

27% About the same as
people are now

55% Worse off than
people are now

} 60% say “worse off”

’ 46% say “worse off”

I 62% say “worse off”
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Those Who Say “Worse Off” Believe It Is Because
of Inflation, Too Much Time on Social Media, Jobs

Why do you think today’s children in
America will grow up worse off?
(Select all that apply)

Inflation 54%

Too much time on social media

50%
Fewer jobs 47% A Up from #10 spot in 2Ioz5.
Growing social and political divides 46% I :
Decline of democracy 44% A Up frlom #8 spot in 2025.
Increasing economic inequality 39% I I
Increased crime 39% . .
Worsening environment 38% v Down from #4 spot |n 2025.
Increased threat of war 37% I :
Effects of climate change 36% v Do:wn from #7 spot in 2025:.
Emergence of new technologies, such as Al 34% I I
Worsening health 31%
Increased threat of terrorism 29% :
Growing federal deficit 28%
Loss of U.S. scientific and techological leadership 22%

Other (please specify)

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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Advances in Science and Technology Is the Top Response
From People Who Think Children Will Be Better Off

Why do you think today’s children in

America will grow up better off?
(Select all that apply)

Advances in science and technology
Growing economy

Increased economic opportunities for all
Longer and healthier lifespans

Improved environment

Reduction of crime

Greater global peace

Effective response to climate change
Other (please specify) 3%

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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Strong Bipartisan Support For President Trump

and Congress to Prioritize Faster Medical Progress
How important is it for
President Trump and
Congress to assign a higher

priority to ensuring faster
medical progress?

59% Very important
32% Somewhat important
3% Not very important

2% Not at all important

} 91% say “very” or “somewhat important”
’ 95% say “very” or “somewhat important”

I 86% say “very” or “somewhat important”
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7 Nearly 9 in 10 Say It Is Important For 2026
Candidates To Champion Faster Medical Progress
o,
How important is it for 2%
your candidates in 2026 to

champion faster medical
progress?

53% Very important
35% Somewhat important
7% Not very important

2% Not at all important

} 91% say “very” or “somewhat important”
’ 90% say “very” or “somewhat important”

I 81% say “very” or “somewhat important”



AMERICA SPEAKS! VOL. 26 PAGE 12 PART ONE: PRIORITIES

7 in 10 Would Be More Likely to Support a Candidate Who
Favors Increased Medical and Health Research Spending

If you knew a candidate for 1% 1%
Congress favored spending
more on medical and health
research, would you be more
or less likely to support
that person for election?

35% Much more likely

36% Somewhat more likely

1% Somewhat less likely

1%  Much less likely

} 83% say “much” or “somewhat more likely”
’ 70% say “much” or “somewhat more likely” A +1o0 pts from 2025

I 58% say “much” or “somewhat more likely” W 7pts from 2025
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n Strong Bipartisan Support for Basic Research

o

Do you agree or disagree with the 1 /O
following statement? / 4%
Even if it brings no immediate
benefits, basic scientific
research that advances the
frontiers of knowledge is
necessary and should be
supported by the federal
government.

52% Strongly agree
40% Somewhat agree
4% Somewhat disagree
1%  Strongly disagree

3% Not sure

} 95% say “strongly” or “somewhat agree”
‘w 92% say “strongly” or “somewhat agree”

I 88% say “strongly” or “somewhat agree”
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m Two-Thirds Are Willing to Pay More Taxes in

Support of Medical and Health Research
Would you be willing to pay
$1 per week more in taxes if
you were certain that all of
the money would be spent

on additional medical and
health research?

68% Yes

18% No

} 75% say “yes”

w 66% say “yes”

I 59% say “yes”
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Half of Americans Have Knowledge of Potential
Cuts That Could Impact Research and Innovation
How informed do you feel
about canceled federal
programs or budget cuts

that could impact science
research and innovation?

51% Very or somewhat
informed

45% Not very or not at
all informed

4% Not sure

} 57% say “very” or “somewhat informed”
’ 53% say “very” or “somewhat informed”

I 41% say “very” or “somewhat informed”
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8 in 10 Americans That Are Informed About Potential
Cuts to Research and Innovation Are Concerned

If you answered “very 5%
informed” or “somewhat

informed” previously, how
concerned are you about
these canceled federal
programs or budget cuts?

49% Very concerned
34% Somewhat concerned
12% Not very concerned

5% Not at all concerned

} 92% say “very” or “somewhat concerned”
’ 74% say “very” or “somewhat concerned”

I 81% say “very” or “somewhat concerned”
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m More Than Half Say Investments in S&T Are
Creating Jobs for Them or People They Know

In general, do you believe
investments in science and
technology are creating
employment opportunities
for you or people you
know?

56% Yes A Upigptsirom 204,

20% No
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Nearly 7 in 10 Say Congress Should Invest
More Taxpayer Dollars To Advance S&T
Do you believe Congress
should invest more
taxpayer dollars to

advance science and
technology in the U.S.?

68% Yes A Upsptsfromaos.

17% No
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, , Please select from the following the top five words
Attitudes Toward Science . X
that best reflect your attitudes towards science.

Y

HOPEFUL 70%  HOPEFUL 66%  HOPEFUL 50%
CURIOUS 61% ~ OPTIMISTIC 57%  CURIOUS 55%
OPTIMISTIC 59%  CURIOUS 54%  OPTIMISTIC 53%
OPEN 48% ~ OPEN 43%  OPEN 45%
EXCITED 44%  EXCITED 39% ~ CAuTIOUS 40%
AMAZED 44% ~ CAUTIOUS 35%  AMAZED 37%
ENGAGED 33% ~ AMAZED 32% . EXCITED 31%
CAUTIOUS 23% . ENGAGED 23% . ENGAGED 24%
CONCERNED 22% CONCERNED 22% SKEPTICAL 20%
WORRIED 14% i  SKEPTICAL 21% CONCERNED 19%
SKEPTICAL 13% UNINFORMED 14% HESITANT 3%
UNINFORMED 7% HESITANT 13% WORRIED 13%
HESITANT 6% . WORRIED 2% . UNINFORMED 9%
CONFUSED 5% : PESSIMISTIC % PESSIMISTIC 6%
PESSIMISTIC 4% CONFUSED 8% CONFUSED 5%
UNINTERESTED 4%

UNINTERESTED 1% UNINTERESTED 5%
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Confidence In Nurses, Doctors, How much confidence do you have in each
and Scientists Is High of the following to act in your best interest:

Doctors E E 42% 9%
Scientists : 39% 13% 3
K-12 teachers 1% 13% 4%

Police officers

Military leaders

College and university professors
Public health officials

Religious leaders

Business leaders

Elected officials

290% 20% 8%

z% : : 21% 5%
26 : : 19% 8%
25% | : : 22% 6%
20% : 3°o : 16%
. 37% . . 13%

37% 22%

25% 56% 75% 100%

@ Agreatdeal @ A fairamount @ Nottoo much @ None atall

A\ Confidence in scientists increased 5 pts from Jan. 2025 (“a great deal” + “a fair amount” was 78%, now 83%). A\ Confidence in scientists is highest in a decade.
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Health Providers and Scientists HOW trustworthy are the
1 Are Most Trusted Sources of following sources of medical
Medical and Health Information and health information?

Doctors, nurses, and other health providers . : : 40% 5%
Scientists
Family and friends 26% 44% 19% 6% 5%
Public health officials 25% 49% 17%
... i |
My place of worship 23% 30% 15% 18%
Online medical forums 17% 44% 24% 8%
The federal government 12% 35% 31%
Local TV/Radio 1% 41% 29% 13% 6%
... i i i |
Newspapers/Magazines 10% 42% 28% 15% 7%
@ ;@ @ |
Elected officials 10% 27% 37% 23% 4%
... i ;i |
Podcasts 10% 28% 35% 18% | 9%
... . ;i |
Social media influencers 9% 20% 31% 35% 5%

zé% 56% 75% 100%

@ Very trustworthy ® Somewhat trustworthy @ Not very trustworthy @ Not at all trustworthy ® Not sure

A\ Doctors, nurses, and other healh providers “very trustworthy” repsonses up 5 pts. A\ Scientists “very trustworthy” repsonses up 10 pts. v The federal government “very trustworthy” down 4 pts.
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9 in 10 Say It Is Important for the U.S. to

be a Global Leader in Health Research
How important do you
think it is that the U.S. is a

global leader in research
to improve health?

1%

i

%

57% Very important

34% Somewhat important

4% Not very important

1% Not at all important
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Over Half of Americans Believe the U.S. Is a
Global Leader in Research to Improve Health
Do you believe the U.S. is

a global leader in research
to improve health?

56% Yes

24% No
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Americans Across the Political Spectrum Say It
Is Important That the U.S. Be a Leader in S&T
How important do you
think it is that the U.S. is

a global leader in science
and technology?

5% Not very important 38%

54% Very important

38% Somewhat important

<1% Not at all important

} 94% say “very” or “somewhat important”
’ 94% say “very” or “somewhat important”

I 87% say “very” or “somewhat important”
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m Nearly Three-Quarters of Americans Are Concerned
China Could Surpass U.S. as S&T Leader
How concerned are you
with the possibility of China
surpassing the U.S. as the
world’s leading science and
technology power?

33% Very concerned

39% Somewhat concerned
18% Not very concerned
6% Not at all concerned

4% Not sure

) 73% say “very” or “somewhat concerned”
’ 73% say “very” or “somewhat concerned”

I 68% say “very” or “somewhat concerned”



AMERICA SPEAKS! VOL. 26 PAGE 26 | PART FOUR: GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

9 in 10 Americans Think the U.S. Should Support
Research That Saves Lives Globally
Do you agree or disagree
that the U.S. should

support research that
saves lives globally?

1%

59% Strongly agree

30% Somewhat agree

6% Somewhat disagree
1%  Strongly disagree

4% Not sure
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9 in 10 Say It Is Important for the Federal
Government to Fund Chronic Disease Research o
] L] L] 1 /o
How important is it for o \
the federal government to 5%

fund research to address
chronic diseases?

62% Very important
31% Somewhat important
5% Not very important

1% Not at all important

} 95% say “very” or “somewhat important”
’ 91% say “very” or “somewhat important”

I 89% say “very” or “somewhat important”



AMERICA SPEAKS! VOL. 26 PAGE 28 | PART FIVE: SELECTED HEALTH CONCERNS

9 in 10 Say It Is Important For the Federal
Government To Fund Infectious Disease Research o
] L] L] 1 /o
How important is it for o \
the federal government to 4%

fund research to address
infectious diseases?

64% Very important
290% Somewhat important
4% Not very important

1% Not at all important

) 96% say “very” or “somewhat important”
’ 93% say “very” or “somewhat important”

I 89% say “very” or “somewhat important”



AMERICA SPEAKS! VOL. 26 PAGE 29 | PART FIVE: SELECTED HEALTH CONCERNS

9 In 10 Say It Is Important For the Federal
Government To Fund Rare Disease Research o
] L] L] 1 /o
How important is it for o \
the federal government to 5%

fund research to address
rare diseases?

57% Very important
35% Somewhat important
5% Not very important

1% Not at all important

) 98% say “very” or “somewhat important”
’ 91% say “very” or “somewhat important”

I 86% say “very” or “somewhat important”
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Less Than a Quarter Think President Trump and Congress
are Doing Enough to Prepare For the Next Pandemic

To the best of your
knowledge, are the
Trump administration
and Congress doing
enough to prepare for
the next pandemic?

24% Yes

55% No

} 11% say “yes”
’ 45% say “yes”

I 15% say “yes”
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T A In thinking about childhood vaccines,
Childhood Vaccines Save to what extent do you agree with the
following?

Lives and Prevent Outbreaks

Childhood vaccines save lives. 28% 8%

Childhood vaccines protect communities
from outbreaks of disease.

[ worry that not all the childhood
vaccines are necessary.

[ worry that childhood
vaccines cause harm.

19% 36%

25% 50% 75% 100%

@ Strongly agree @ Somewhat agree @ Somewhat disagree @ Strongly disagree
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27 Nearly 8 in 10 Americans Are Confident
in the Safety of Vaccines Used Today

In general, how confident

are you in the safety of
vaccines used today?

42% Very confident
36% Somewhat confident
13% Not very confident

6% Not at all confident

3 91% say “very” or “somewhat confident”
’ 75% say “very” or “somewhat confident”

I 65% say “very” or “somewhat confident”
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Young People Believe Science
Impacts Their Daily Life
To what extent do you

believe science impacts
your daily life?

58% A great deal
28% Somewhat
12% A little

2% Not at all
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Young People Support Government
Funding of Scientific Research
How much do you support or

oppose the federal government
funding scientific research?

100%

0%

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support @ Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose
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Young People Gravitate Toward Messages
About Achieving Medical Breakthroughs
and Advancing Human Knowledge

Reasons to support science % picking
Of the messages you read, which offered the most convincing % Calling EaCh
reason to support science and scientific research? each very e ? m.ost
. U . o convincing
How convincing of a reason is this to support science et (when forced
or scientific research? to choose)
Science leads to medical breakthroughs. 40% 23%
Science advances human knowledge generally and pushes
. 88 y P 31% 22%
our boundaries.
Science helps protect the environment. 33% 12%
Science helps make me, my family, and my friends healthier. 30% 12%
Science leads to important new tech products and
P P 27% 10%
breakthroughs.
Science creates jobs and boosts the economy. 24% 8%
Science helps me with my personal goals and passions. 22% 8%

Science promotes American leadership in the world. 17% 6%
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Young People are Most
Drawn to Topics About the
Brain; Least Drawn to Math

Mental health

Psychology

Neuroscience

Behavioral science

Genetics

Physical health

Astronomy

0%

7 Most Interesting Topics

10%

46%

20% 30% 40%

Percent saying “very interested”

PAGE 36 | PART SIX: GEN Z AND SCIENCE

When it comes to science and scientific
research, how interested are you in learning
more about each of the following areas?

7 Least Interesting Topics

Chemistry

Physics

Robotics

Geology

Energy Systems

Engineering

Mathematics

50% 0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Percent saying "very interested”
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Social Media is the Top
Platform for Young People
to Learn About Science

YouTube

Friends or family
TikTok

Instagram
Scientific journals
TV news

News websites
Facebook

Federal, state, and local government websites
Reddit

Twitter/X
Podcasts

Apple News

Blogs

Doctor

Religious leaders

0% 10%

PAGE 37 | PART SIX: GEN Z AND SCIENCE

How often do you use the following
platforms to learn about science?

52%
45% .
E 43%
31
290% :
28%
28%
28%
27%
25%
E 23%
19% : i . :
20:% 30:% 40:% 50:%

Percentage of respondents saying "once a week to daily”

60%
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Young People Are Concerned How often do you find yourself thinking
About Information Biasand ~ about each of the following concerns when

Trustworthiness

I'm concerned the information might be biased

I'm not sure if the source (e.g. publisher or author)
of the information is trustworthy

I'm not sure if the information is accurate

The information feels too complicated or technical

| don’t think the information is relevant to my life

| don’t think the innovation described
will have an impact on society

I'm not interested in the topic

reading science or scientific research?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Percent of respondents saying “always” and “often concerned”

50%
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The Majority of Young How often do you fact-check

People Fact-check Scientific ~ scientific information you
Information They Encounter  come across?

0%

Always Often Sometimes Rarely Never



METHODOLOGY

For pages 5—-32

e Our national survey was conducted by Zogby
Analytics on behalf of Research!America in early
January 2026, among 1,007 adults plus additional
adults for minority oversampling.

e The survey has a theoretical sampling error of
+/- 3.1 percentage points.

e The sample is weighted to best represent the
demographics of the population being surveyed.

¢ Due to rounding, the percent totals may not
add up to 100 on some graphs.

For pages 33-39
e The Gen Z and Science section of this publication

reports findings from a survey conducted by FORA
on behalf of Research!America in mid-July 2025.

e The survey was conducted among 802 U.S. adults
ages 18-24, plus additional adults for minority
oversampling.

e The survey has a theoretical sampling error of
+/- 3.46 percentage points.

¢ Due to rounding, the percent totals may not
add up to 100 on some graphs.

Research!America began commissioning polls in 1992 to understand public attitudes

toward medical, health, and scientific research.

The results of Research!America’s surveys have proven invaluable to our alliance of

member organizations and, in turn, to the fulfillment of our mission to advocate for

science, discovery, and innovation to achieve better health for all. In addition to regular

national surveys, Research!America also commissions state and issue-specific surveys.

Survey data is available by request or at researchamerica.org.
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